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We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We
are people who love Jesus and who want others to
know the joy and purpose that come with following
Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church
committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His
kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in
Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God,
obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We
invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this
abundant life.

From the Pastor’s Desk
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our witness as to how we feel about you. It’s the
same way Jesus affectionately feels about you. So,
this is our continuing prayer: that your love may
flourish; growing greater and greater as it expresses
itself in genuine wisdom and understanding, so that
every one of you will be found to be sincere and
blameless right up to the day Jesus returns.”
[Philippians 1:3-10 JDS Paraphrase]
It was two years ago that our phone rang in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa when I heard a voice from out of the
past. I was being asked to return to the First Baptist
Church of Blue Hill, Maine as minister-at-large. My
im-mediate response was, “No!” After all, I was 80
years old; having served full-time ministry for 40
years, and an additional 15 years as minister-at-large
with congregations from the Atlantic to the Pacific
oceans, I was certain the Lord was finished with me
in that capacity. However, the caller said, “Is that you
or God saying ‘No’? If it’s you, let me suggest that
you come and serve with us until God says ‘no’!”

Pastor Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

Parting Is Such...?”
“We thank God upon every remembrance of you;
always experiencing joy every time we offer prayers
on your behalf in light of your participation together
with us in proclaiming God’s ‘Good News’ from the
first day until now. We are most confident that God,
Who began a good work in you, will continue to do
it until the day Christ Jesus comes again.
It’s only right for us to feel this way about you
because we hold you dearly in our hearts... God is

Well, we’ve come and served as long as the standard
Minister-at-Large Contract allows. Inwardly, I am
acutely aware that the time of our ministering has
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come to a close. To be given an “encore” was the
whipped cream and cherry on top of the sundae. Our
paths have crossed and for the second time it was
wonderful! You could not have been more loving and
supportive.

Correcting the Record

Sincere apologies are due the Walden family, and
Corina Walden in particular. In last month’s
newsletter, Corina was mistakenly identified in the
prom photo below as her sister, Caroline. Please
accept our heartfelt apology, Corina.

It’s true, “Friends are friends forever when the
Lord’s the Lord of them!” So as we bid one another
“farewell,” remember that we still have heaven in
which to eternally enjoy another’s company, thanks to
Jesus our Lord and Savior, Who has made it all
possible.
Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

Spirited Moments

The grace you had yesterday will not do for today. We
make prayer the preparation for work; it is never that
in the Bible. Prayer is the exercise of drawing on the
grace of God.
Oswald Chambers
As many as received Him, to them He gave the right
to become children of God, to those who believe in
His name.
John 1:12
Corina Walden and Mya Schildroth

Make Christ the source, the center, and the
circumference of all thy soul’s range of delight.
Aspire to a higher, nobler, fuller life. Upward to
Heaven! Nearer to God!

Signs of Faith

Charles Spurgeon

Sympathies and Concerns

Let’s continue to keep all
unsaved loved ones in our
prayers, as well as members of
our church family who are
unable to join us on Sunday
mornings due to illness or other
difficulties.

LOL

The coronavirus continues to be
a problem in our area. Please
pray for members of our
congregation and their family members who have
tested positive for COVID.

A Very Faithful Woman

An elderly lady was well-known for her faith and for
her boldness in talking about it. She would stand on
her front porch and shout "PRAISE THE LORD!"

Ron Stanko remains a patient at Seaport Village and
continues to need our prayers.

Next door to her lived an atheist who would get so
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angry at her proclamations he would shout, "There
ain't no Lord!!"
Hard times set in on the elderly lady, and she prayed
for GOD to send her some assistance. She stood on
her porch and shouted "PRAISE THE LORD. GOD,
I NEED FOOD!! I AM HAVING A HARD TIME.
PLEASE LORD, SEND ME SOME GROCERIES!!"
The next morning the lady went out on her porch and
noted a large bag of groceries and shouted, "PRAISE
THE LORD."
The neighbor jumped from behind a bush and said,
"Aha! I told you there was no Lord. I bought those
groceries, God didn't."
The lady started jumping up and down and clapping
her hands and said, "PRAISE THE LORD. He not
only sent me groceries, but He made the devil pay for
them. Praise the Lord!"
Josh Astbury’s family is all set for summer fun – no
beach required! Toasting marshmallows at home
works too.

Member News

Sandy Woodward and daughter Becky celebrated
birthdays in early June. Sandy’s birthday was June 8
and Becky’s was June 11. Here are photos of some of
the birthday highlights shared by the Woodward clan:

These two sure look more like sisters than mother and
daughter! Looks like everyone had a wonderful time.
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Guess what? Taylor Schildroth will be playing
basketball for the Eagles this Fall. No, not the GSA
Eagles, but the Husson University Eagles!

And thank you to Mike Astbury who also sent in some
great photos of the farewell luncheon:

Springston Farewell

It was a bittersweet event. After two years of serving
our congregation as Minister-at-Large, Jerry, and his
wife, Terri, have once again departed Blue Hill to
return to their home in Iowa. Following Jerry’s final
sermon in our pulpit, everyone gathered in
Fellowship Hall to wish the Springstons well as they
return to their Iowa home. The ladies of the church
provided a delightful luncheon buffet and Rob Clapp
spoke about Jerry’s time with us and how he came to
say yes to a second invitation to be our Minister-atLarge. For those of you who might not know, the
Springstons served us for more than a year in 2005.
I’m sure you’ll agree that the first photo below is a
“suitable for framing” keepsake photo. Many thanks
to Hank Fenders for sending in this photo.
The Women’s Bible Study group also celebrated
Terri Springston at a buffet lunch earlier in the week.
Thanks to Dewey Curtis for the photo.
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The Importance of Independence Day

In the Mailbag

What comes to your mind when you think of Independence
Day?

May 26, 2022

To God’s people who are a
vital part of His Body;
gathered in Blue Hill,
Maine. Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and from Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.

For many Americans, the Fourth of July serves as a day to
watch fireworks, barbeque and have a good time with
friends and family. While there is nothing wrong with
having these traditions, it is important to remember the
reason behind why we celebrate this holiday.
Samuel Adams, the father of the American Revolution, was
bold in proclaiming his faith. To him, signing the
Declaration of Independence meant no longer submitting
to Great Britain, but rather, submitting to the Lord (Crowe,
2008). As a result, America would be free from the power
of man and able to serve Christ. What a significant day in
history!

We give thanks to God since we first experienced
your love and faith seventeen years ago. Now as we
depart for a second time, our hearts joyously affirm
your growth in God’s Word and your desire to do His
work and will. We know it is of the Lord for we have
personally been its beneficiaries. You are “the gift
that keeps on giving!”

It is important to remember what our duties are as
Christians. We are called to serve Christ and Christ alone,
and it is such a blessing that we can live in a country where
we have the freedom to do so.

How can we thank you for all the delightful gifts,
cards, words of encouragement and affirmation;
along with the delightful “going away” luncheon and
generous monetary gift?

Oftentimes, the enemy will use distractions to keep us from
fulfilling our duties as Christians. Being distracted by all
that happens on the Fourth of July can cause us to lose sight
of the true meaning of the holiday. This is dangerous, as it
can ultimately cause us to stray away from Christ.

We love each of you and thank God for the privilege
of ministering among you. You most certainly are in
our thoughts and prayers. The grace of our Lord,
Jesus Christ be with each of you.

So, why is it important to acknowledge the significance of
Independence Day, and how can we do so in today’s
world?

Jerry and Terri Springston
P.S.
Our mailing address, telephone numbers and e-mail
addresses in Iowa are as follows:

American liberty is a blessing from God. Because of our
freedom, we can express our faith and boldly share it with
others. It is important to recognize that in many other parts
of the world, this is not the case. The cost of following
Christ is much greater for our brothers and sisters across
the globe.

Address:
6605 Limestone Court, NW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52405

With this in mind, I encourage you to not lose sight of why
we celebrate Independence Day. Take time to reflect on
the ways God has blessed you in your life and make it a
goal to not take the freedom we have for granted. As you
spend this day with family and friends, I encourage you to
celebrate the blessing of freedom that was given to us by
Christ.

Cell phones:
Jerry 1-319-389-0032
Terri 1-319-389-7858
E-mail:
terrispringston@yahoo.com
jerryspringston@yahoo.com

By Lauren Abraham
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting
shadows.” (James 1:17)
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings
Brenda Hunt
Sarah Clapp
Katrina Walls
Penelope Lowry
Dale Carter

July 2
July 5
July 5
July 11
July 11

Rob and Patty Clapp
Barry and Sharrie Curtis

July 5
July 5

Happy Birthday to
Blaine Stoner
Patty Clapp
Sharrie Curtis
Stephen Williamson
Happy Anniversary to
Aaron and Lydia Hughey
David Gribbin and Sarah Clapp

July 16
July 18
July 21
July 27

July 19
July 21

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to
fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you!

Kids Korner
Color me!
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Sun

Mon

July 2022

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

Begins in September

3

4

5

6

10

11

Pastor Michael Page
in the Pulpit

Men
4:30 p.m.

17

18

Kerry Lord in the Pulpit

Men
4:30 p.m.

24

25

Pastor Colin Meshey
in the Pulpit

Men
4:30 p.m.

Dr. Terrence Smith
in the Pulpit
Notes

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

Paul Zierk in the Pulpit

31

7

Women
1 p.m.

Women
1 p.m.

Women
1 p.m.

12

13

14

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

19

20

21

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

26

27

28

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

I want to be so full of
Christ that if a mosquito
bites me, it flies away
singing “There Is Power
In the Blood”!

Sat

