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Greetings in Jesus’ Name

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We
are people who love Jesus and who want others to
know the joy and purpose that come with following
Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church
committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His
kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in
Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God,
obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We
invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this
abundant life.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
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powerful and privileged of Jerusalem telling them
that a day of reckoning had come.
Believing that God was indifferent to their lives and
the world around them, they lived in nice homes,
belonged to the right groups and believed that a
“sabbath’s day journey” was a round or two at the
golf course. Their lives were like those who regularly
appear on the Hallmark television channels—filled
with good things, numerous friends and ever
overcoming numerous obstacles, all without the
slightest acknowledgment of God or spiritual
awareness in their lives. They have not cut God out
of their lives, but they have chosen to ignore Him.
Like George Adam Smith reminds us, “The great
causes of God and humanity aren’t defeated by hot
assault of the devil, but by the slow, crushing, glacierlike mass of thousands and thousands of indifferent
nobodies. God’s causes are never being blown up,
merely being sat upon!”

Pastor Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

“Troublesome Times”
“I will search Jerusalem...and punish those who
are thinking, ‘The Lord will do nothing, either
good or bad.’” (Zephaniah 1:12)
The prophet Zephaniah lived about the same time as
Jeremiah and they may have known one another
because both men “had connections” with the right
people. Through these men, God spoke to the

Apathy and inactivity gets us nowhere. Being against
no one or no thing, yet standing for nothing, is the
1

curse of our time. In Segovia, Spain there is an
aqueduct which was built in 109 A.D. It carried water
for sixty generations, but in 1909 the leaders of the
city wanted to save the aqueduct for posterity as a
monument and so its use in supplying water ceased.
Soon after, it began to fall apart as the sun dried its
mortar and the aqueduct began to crumble. What ages
of service could not destroy, inactivity swiftly
disintegrated.

Signs of Faith

As a congregation in transition, never leave God out
of the equation; and remember that heeding Christ’s
call and doing God’s service will not destroy you, but
apathy and indifference will!
Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

Member News

Spirited Moments

Some of our flock flew off to Florida during April for
a little fun in the sun.

A little faith will bring your soul to heaven; a great
faith will bring heaven to your soul.

Jon and Sandy Woodward, along with several
members of their family, traveled to Fort Myers,
Florida, for the wedding of their daughter, Becky.
And who officiated at the wedding? None other than
the father of the bride himself! A locket attached to
the bride’s bouquet contained photos of her
grandparents, Paul and Marjorie Woodward. They
managed to find time to relax on the water and do a
little fishing as well. Check out those snappers! What
they couldn’t eat, they donated to the local food bank.

Charles H. Spurgeon
Ye are manifestly declared to be the epistle of Christ...
written not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living
God.
2 Corinthians 3:3
What is so completely amazing is that God is
prepared to be God in you --- not figuratively but
factually. You can actually share His Life and be
transformed into His likeness.
Major W. Ian Thomas, UK (Retired)

Sympathies and Concerns

Let’s continue to keep all
unsaved loved ones in our
prayers, as well as members of
our church family who are
unable to join us on Sunday
mornings due to illness or other
difficulties.

Please keep the families of Ed
Blodgett and Hattie Piper in your
prayers as they go through the
process of grieving the loss of their loved one.
Ron Stanko remains a patient at Seaport Village and
continues to need prayers for peace and comfort.
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Josh and Kim Astbury also made the trek with their
kids, Claire, Natalie and Tommy, for recreational fun
in Florida. While there, they met up with Cory and
Shelly Schildroth who also were visiting the Sunshine
State with daughters, Mya and Chloe.

Speaking of Tommy Astbury, back home in Blue Hill
the young man recently celebrated his fourth
birthday. Happy birthday, Tommy!
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Church News

God’s Special Creation

We had nearly a full house for our Easter worship
service this year. Pastor Jerry Springston delivered a
stirring sermon titled “A Tale of Two Tombs” and
brought tears to the eyes of the congregation when he
praised our children for their accomplishments. Our
youngest Sunday School students opened the service
singing “Jesus Loves the Little Children.”

The hand that rocks the cradle
also makes the house a home.
It is the prayers of the mother
that keeps the family strong.
Mother rises early in the morning
and bathes her day in prayer.
She talks to God about her family
and places them in His care.
Mother communicates her love
in a thousand different ways.
When there's a need, she is there,
whether it is night or day.
Mother seasons life with love
and gives so much of herself.
God placed in her the best He had
and made her unlike anyone else.

The third and fourth grade classes, under the
direction of Nancy Bates, followed with their
presentation of “The Meaning of the Cross.”

When challenges come our way
and when trials block our view,
Mother kneels down beside her bed
and prays the family through.
Mother is God's special creation.
She is a light shining in the dark,
illuminating the path for her family
and pointing them toward God.

By Lenora McWhorter

Two of our older Sunday School students, Caroline
Walden and Corina Walden, along with Alma Mote
and Katrina Walls, sang “The Commission.”
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And more news from old friends, Paul and Ginger
Doyle. The Doyles, with canine companion Loretta,
are enjoying some vacation time in Apalachicola,
Florida. Sure wish they’d share some of that warm
weather up here in the Northeast!

In the Mailbag
Dear friends in Christ,

Terri and I cannot thank you
enough for the cherished
Easter card and generous love
gift. We are overwhelmed by your kindness. Our trip
to Iowa was long and tiring, but we thank the Lord
that it was uneventful.
Apart from visiting our daughter and her family in
Minneapolis over the weekend, most of our time has
been taken up by doctors’ appointments and the
giving of attention to some minor home issues and
housekeeping (brought about by its being unoccupied
for the last six months.)
Until we see you again soon, we pray that the Lord
will meet all your needs according to His riches in
Jesus Christ.
“We thank God upon every remembrance of you,”
Jerry and Terri Springston
And from our friends in Florida, Cordell and Sandy
Snow…

Hi Faye,

Memorial Day Raising of the Flag
Sunday, May 29, following worship

Yes, spring has sprung down here with lawns
starting to green up and flowering trees showing
their colors. Lawn mowers are working and the
usual raking leaves and pruning trees is well
under way. So far, we have escaped the bad
weather moving in from the west with
little damage in this area. Tornadoes don't
usually come down this close to the Gulf of
Mexico but to be on the safe side we have spent
a few evenings in the walk-in closet with a
flashlight just in case.
Take care and stay well.
Sandy and Cordell
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings
Happy Birthday to
Genevieve (Evie) Gribbin
Cordell Snow
Hank Fenders
Ken Charles
Mark Clapp

Caroline Walden
Marina Brockway
Gavin Mote
Pat Astbury
Hunter Dorr

May 2
May 4
May 5
May 7
May 8

Robert and Deborah Carter

Happy Anniversary to
May 1
Hank and Sue Fenders

May 18
May 22
May 27
May 27
May 31

May 17

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to
fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you!

Kids Korner
Color me!
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Sun
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15

22

2

Women
1 p.m.

Mon

3

Men
4:30 p.m.

Trustees
6:30 p.m.

9

10

Men
4:30 p.m.

Christian Ed
6:30 p.m.

16

17

Men
4:30 p.m.

Deacons
6:30 p.m.
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24

Women
1 p.m.

Women
1 p.m.

Women
1 p.m.
Men
4:30 p.m.
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Calling all
Veterans
for Our
Flag-raising
Ceremony

9-10 a.m.
Notes
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May 2022
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Wed

5

Thu
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Fri
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Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

11

12

13

14

20

21

27

28

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

18

19

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

25

26

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

31

Don’t let the noise of
the world keep you
from hearing the
voice of the Lord.

Sat

