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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 
are people who love Jesus and who want others to 
know the joy and purpose that come with following 
Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 
committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 
kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 
Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 
obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 
Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 
invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 
abundant life. 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Pastor Jerry Springston 
Minister-at-Large 

 
“To Hell and Back” 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  
(Mark 15:34b) 

 
In barely two weeks we will find ourselves observing 
Holy Week; and be confronted with the crucifixion of 
Jesus and His Last Seven Words (actually sentences) 
from the cross.  While each statement is poignant, His 
question, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?” may be the most difficult to hear.  Like an open  
 

 
wound, it’s raw and threatening.  His words are 
clearly words of despair, of hopelessness and doubt. 
 
We’re never very good at letting Jesus be fully human 
and in these words, He sounds too much like 
ourselves.  But the truth is: He said what He meant 
and meant what He said.  The words, however, are not 
original with Jesus. They were uttered by David a 
thousand years earlier in Psalm 22, verse one. 
 
One way to deal with these words of Jesus is to 
remember that they were spoken by a believer.  He 
did cry, “My God, my God!” so, no matter how we 
try to explain them away, they stand as stark and 
powerful as ever.  And more importantly, it’s only 
when we do accept them that we can receive their true 
benefit.  Jesus felt alone and forsaken.  It’s said, 
“Misery loves company,” but misery builds walls, it 
erects barriers and prohibits accompaniment.  Jesus 
experienced the full range of human circumstances 
and emotions.  If Jesus never experienced these things 
that would mean that He never knew the kind of life 
that we live which is full of surprises—good and bad. 
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From time to time this year in some of our worship 
services we’ve recited the Apostles’ Creed.  The creed 
affirms that Jesus: “suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead and buried.  He descended into 
hell.”  That last statement troubles many people, but 
the truth is: “hell” is where we spend much of our 
lives and as Christ hung on the cross, crying in despair, 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” we 
discover that Jesus has been where we often find 
ourselves.  He was not forsaken and neither will we 
be forsaken.  Christ is now risen; victorious over 
death, hell and abandonment.  He’s promised, “I will 
never leave you nor forsake you!” (Heb. 13:5) 
 

Jerry Springston 
Minister-at-Large 

 

Spirited Moments 
Never confuse activity with productivity.  You have 
only enough time to do God’s will for you.  Prune 
away even good activities; attempt only what matters 
most. 
 

Rick Warren 
 
Every instance of the Holy Spirit reported in the New 
Testament indicates that He cooperates actively only 
in situations where He is expected and wanted. 
 

Gilbert Bilezikian 
 
God created us in His image for the purpose of 
reflecting Him.   As believers, with Jesus life in us, 
we are God’s hands, God’s feet, God’s mouth on earth. 
He has no other!  
 

Ian Thomas, Maj. UK (Ret.) 
 

Sympathies and Concerns 
Let’s continue to keep all 
unsaved loved ones in our 
prayers, as well as members of 
our church family who are 
unable to join us on Sunday 
mornings due to illness or other 
difficulties. 
 
There are several folks we’ve 
been keeping on our prayer lists 
lately.  Please keep Ed Blodgett 

in your prayers as he continues to recuperate from his 
latest fall.  
 

Ron Stanko remains a patient at Seaport Village and 
continues to need prayers for peace and comfort. 
 
Hattie Piper has returned home from the hospital but 
prayers are needed for continued healing. 
 

Signs of Faith  

 
 

Member News   
Alma Mote has sent photos and a travelogue of her 
recent trip to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, to visit her eldest 
son, Gavin.  In her own words: 
 
“I was able to travel to visit Gavin on March 16th and 
stayed until the 21st.  He is doing well and has made a life 
for himself at Ft. Sill in Lawton, Oklahoma, as a Military 
Policeman in charge of the armor inventory on base.  Ft. 
Sill was very impressive.  It truly is its own city and the 
terrain is vast with lakes and small hills.   
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His girlfriend Tiffany is a civilian living in Lawton.  She grew 
up there and so she was a great host and showed me all 
around the area.  We spent a lot of time in the Wichita 
Mountains in the Wildlife Refuge and in addition to seeing 
a beautiful sunset, we visited the Holy City near Medicine 
Park. 

 
The chapel had beautiful stained glass windows.  There are 
pageants put on by the members of local churches on 
Easter every year.  The city is truly a site to see! 

 

 
We also saw buffalo, at a safe distance, and lots of prairie 
dogs.  The weather was just right reaching a nice 
temperature of 80 degrees and was very windy almost 
every day. 
   
I am grateful to have had the chance to spend time with 
him and now I can truly picture where he is." 

Here’s a reminder for all of us anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of warm weather… 
 

Church News 
 
We have a new member!  On Sunday, March 27, our 
Deacons met with prospective member Carol 
Pelletier, who recently expressed her desire to 
become a member of First Baptist Church.  Carol 
previously belonged to the Little River Baptist 
Church in Belfast and had been baptized there by our 
friend and former pastor, Paul Comeau.  At the 
conclusion of their meeting, the Deacons voted 
unanimously in favor of welcoming Carol into 
membership.  A Right Hand of Fellowship ceremony 
will be held at a later date, so be sure to watch for an 
announcement in your bulletins. 

Spring Snow 
 

Oh what joy to see the snow 
Gently floating, falling down 
Covering trees and bushes so 

Light and fluffy on the ground 
 

Fluffy and white so nice and clean 
Covering lawns so dead and brown 
What does the Spring snow mean 
This fluffy snow still falling down 

 
Will it turn cold and stay awhile 

Or will it warm up and melt away 
The answer always makes me smile 

God is in charge of every day 
 

By Michael Astbury 
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Most of you know our large church sign out front was 
showing signs of wear and tear and much in need of 
“refreshing.”  We’re happy to report that the sign was 
recently removed and repainted by Denny Robertson.  
In addition, the old pillars on either side were 
removed and new ones were fabricated to match the 
fresh appearance of our sign.  The repainted sign is 
now up between its new pillars and looks just 
fabulous.  Many thanks to Jerry Butler and Bruce 
Candage for their efforts in restoring our church sign. 

 

LOL 
I changed my computer password to “incorrect” so 
whenever I forget it, the computer will say, “Your 
password is incorrect.” 
 

 

We Are One with the Risen Christ 

Lord, we lift our hearts to You.  As the dawn breaks, 
may we carry the unity we share into every moment 

knowing that we are one with the risen Christ. 

Lord, we lift our eyes to You.  As the sunrises, may 
this moment stay with us, reminding us to look for 

the beautiful colors of promise in Your word. 

Lord, we lift our prayers to You. As the dew air falls, 
may we breathe this morning in and know that like 
the earth, You sustain us, keep us and work within 

us always. 

And so, we lift our voices to You. We celebrate the 
greatest day in history, when Jesus rose from death, 
defeated darkness and bathed the world in stunning 

resurrection light.  May we ever live to praise you! 
Amen. 

— Author Unknown 

 

Coming Events 
Sunday, April 3 
Welcome Spring! Luncheon 
Following our worship service, we’ll be holding our 
first annual Welcome Spring! Luncheon in Fellowship 
Hall.  Finger foods and sweets will be featured.  Let’s 
celebrate the arrival of Spring by coming together to 
socialize and fellowship with one another.  All are 
welcome,  especially children! 
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 
Ed Blodgett April 4 Deborah Carter April 15 
Daron Clifford April 5 Hattie Piper April 15 
Josiah Walden April 8 Stacey Walden April 17 
Paul Zierk April 10 Schyler Dorr April 18 
Keegan Butler April 10 Tommy Astbury April 19 
Jessica Astbury April 13 Corina Walden April 28 
    
    

Happy Anniversary to 
    
    

 
Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 
 

Kids Korner 
Color me!  
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 April 2022  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 
 
 
 
9-10 a.m. 

    1  
 

2  
 

3        Welcome 
            Spring! 
                 Luncheon 

4 
Women 
1 p.m. 
 
Men 
4:30 p.m. 

5  
 
 
 
Trustees 
6:30 p.m. 

6  
 

6  
 
 
 
Prayer Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11 
Women 
1 p.m. 
 
Men 
4:30 p.m. 

12  
 
 
 
Christian Ed 
6:30 p.m. 

13  
 

14   
 
 
 
Prayer Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18 
Women 
1 p.m. 
 
Men 
4:30 p.m. 

19  
 
 
 
Deacons 
6:30 p.m. 

20  
 

21  
 
 
 
Prayer Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25 
Women 
1 p.m. 
 
Men 
4:30 p.m. 

26  
 

27  
 

28   
 
 
 
Prayer Meeting 
6:30 p.m. 

29  
 

30  
 

     

Good people don’t go 
to heaven—forgiven 

people do. 

 

Notes 
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