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Greetings in Jesus’ Name
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We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We
are people who love Jesus and who want others to
know the joy and purpose that come with following
Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church
committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His
kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in
Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God,
obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We
invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this
abundant life.
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Someone has observed, “We owe to the Dark Ages
two of the most disastrous inventions of humanity:
gun powder and romantic love.” What month and day
of the year beside February and its Valentine’s Day
markets more romantic love with all its sentimentality
and passionate gush? Unlike biblical love, which is
unconditional, selfless and sacrificial, romantic love
is purely sensual and self-seeking. The love God
requires of us is a love that puts us in the shoes of
others.

Pastor Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

“Romance or Relationship?”

I was in my early teens the first time I ever visited a
rest home. It was in the 1950’s and “rest homes” were
just that; they were really in someone’s home: rickety,
smelly, dimly lit and depressing. The woman we were
visiting lived in the attic! The steps were so narrow
and steep I don’t know how they ever got a bed up
there. As we were finally leaving and back in the
fresh air, I asked my pastor how he could stand the
smell and stench of such a place. I’ll never forget his
answer, “Jerry, it is dreadful, all right, but visiting
Mrs. Pageant can’t be anything like being Mrs.

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”
Leviticus 19:18

I wonder if there is a more poignant passage in the
Bible on the subject of love and human relationships
than that of Leviticus chapter 19. It contains more
than thirty “do not” commands (who said there are
only “ten” commandments?), but in verse 18 it makes
a glaring, positive demand: “Love your neighbor as
yourself!”
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Pageant. Imagine the suffering she must feel?” (A
quadruple paralytic, Mrs. Pageant had been living in
that place for at least a decade.)

joined by both their daughters and two
of their three grandchildren for the festivities, which
Sandy described as a “great time!” Lookin’ good,
Snows!

To visit the bedridden is nothing like being bedridden.
Keeping that fact in mind, beyond the challenges of
Covid-19, you and I are called this month and every
month, this Valentine’s Day and every Valentine’s
Day to join the Lord Jesus in “Loving our neighbor
as ourselves”--lifting the spirits of those who are in
despair...giving hope to the hopeless...bringing relief
to those who suffer...imparting life to the lost.
Perhaps today, the Lord is asking, “Will you be my
valentine? Will you love as I have loved? Are you
willing to love your neighbor as you love yourself?”
Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

Spirited Moments
Being busy is not a substitute for being holy.
Chuck Swindoll
No worship is wholly pleasing to God until there is
nothing in us displeasing to Him.
A. W. Tozer
All our theology must eventually become biography.
The constant challenge in this life we call Christian is
the translation of all that we believe to be true into our
day-to-day lifestyle. Show me your life and I’ll show
you your theology.
Tim Hansel
(From his book You Gotta Keep Dancin’)

Signs of Faith

Note: For many years Tim Hansel had lived 24/7 with
severe pain resulting from a terrible fall he suffered
while rock climbing. He was the founder of Summit
Expeditions, a wilderness survival school for people
of all ages seeking deeper experiences with God. He
died in 2009.

In the Mailbag
We have news and a
photo from our friends,
Cordell and Sandy
Snow, in Florida.
Sandy tells us she
recently celebrated her
75th (!!) birthday. She
and Cordell were
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Sympathies and Concerns

Speaking of winter in Maine, Sandy Woodward sent
in this adorable photo of her three youngest
grandchildren, Ellie, Zoey and Sadie (left to right).
Seems the young ladies wanted to build snow people
but had to travel all the way to their camp on West
Grand to find the perfect snow. The results speak for
themselves… well done!

Let’s continue to keep all
unsaved loved ones in our
prayers, as well as members of
our church family who are
unable to join us on Sunday
mornings due to illness or other
difficulties.
There are several folks we’ve
been keeping on our prayer lists
lately. Joyce Slater’s niece,
Christine Valentyne, continues to need prayers as she
undergoes treatment for cancer and lymphedema.
Sue Fenders reports prayers are needed for Tasha
Astbury who also has cancer. Both Ron and Cherry
Stanko need our prayers for healing. Sharrie Curtis is
asking for prayers for Barry’s son, Corey, who has
contracted Covid-19. Prayers for healing for Sharrie
also are appreciated.

Member News
Our own Alma Mote recently returned from a
vacation in Florida where she visited her Aunt Sue
and enjoyed soaking up the sunshine and touring local
attractions. Alas, she went from the Florida sunshine
shown below to subzero temperatures when she
returned home to Blue Hill on Wednesday of the last
week in January. Then again… there’s no place like
home. Welcome back, Alma!

Did you know there were 14, yes, 14, birthdays
celebrated among our congregation during January?
Perhaps our Fellowship Team might entertain the idea
of designating a “January Birthday Day” to honor all
our January celebrants with a special coffee hour next
year. We did receive one birthday photo for
publication. Here are some of the Astbury clan
celebrating “Pop” Astbury’s birthday on January 27.
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PSC Update

that can move mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and
surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I
gain nothing. 1 Corinthians 13:1,3

Our Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet and
discuss the qualifications of various candidates who
have shown an interest in taking on the pastorate of
First Baptist Church. As of this writing, we have
carefully and thoroughly examined the profiles of not
less than 36 persons who have indicated they would
like to be considered for this position. Of these
prospects, we have interviewed, either in person or by
electronic means, the few who seemed to offer at least
some of the qualities we have determined would best
serve our congregation. To date, no match has been
found. We have posted our vacancy in various places
most likely to be seen by prospective theology
candidates, such as online sites (churchstaffing.com
etc.) as well as with some of the better known
theological seminaries (Gordon Conwell, etc.).
Although a few of the candidates submitting profiles
have been promising, in the end each of them was
found lacking in one way or another. We are
determined to stay the course and not fall victim to
the pressure we sometimes feel due to the time
already expended in this search. A hasty decision
made under duress will not serve our congregation in
any way. Did you know there are upwards of 40
churches in the Bangor area without pastors at the
present time? We are blessed to have the expertise
and guidance of Rev. Al Fletcher to call on when
needed. That assistance is very much appreciated as
we are aware that there are numerous other Baptist
congregations throughout the state also searching for
a pastor, some for as long as four years now.
Nonetheless, we have faith that God will put the right
person in the right place at the right time who will best
fill the needs of our congregation — if only we have
the patience to wait upon Him.

Sometimes I feel like I can't do much to serve God or
help my family and friends. But about the time I feel
helpless, God reminds me that the greatest gift I can
give to other people is me! People respond to love.
People respond to you sharing your life with them.
Today I want to offer you a beautiful thought about
sharing.
There isn't much that I can do, but I can
share my bread with you, and sometimes
share a sorrow, too
-as on our way we go.
There isn't much that I can do, but I can sit
an hour with you, and I can share a joke
with you, and sometimes share reverses,
too
-as on our way we go.
There isn't much that I can do, but I can
share my flowers with you, and I can share
my books with you, and sometimes share
your burdens, too
-as on our way we go.
There isn't much that I can do, but I can
share my songs with you, and I can share
my mirth with you, and sometimes come
and laugh with you
-as on our way we go.
There isn't much that I can do, but I can
share my hopes with you, and I can share
my fears with you, and sometimes shed
some tears with you
-as on our way we go.

“Patience is a grace as difficult as it is necessary, and
as hard to come by as it is precious when it is gained.”
Charles Spurgeon

There isn't much that I can do, but I can
share my friends with you, and I can share
my life with you, and oftentimes share a
prayer with you
-as on our way we go.*

Food for Thought

* Tim Hansel, You Gotta Keep Dancin’

Spread Your Love Around
This devotional was written by Jim Burns
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels but have
not love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging
cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge and if I have a faith

Television may insult your intelligence,
but nothing rubs it in like a computer.
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings
Happy Birthday to
Jon Chase
Jon Woodward
Dylan Nason
Peter Clapp

February 4
February 10
February 14
February 15

Sally Blodgett
Faye Candage

February 25
February 25

Happy Anniversary to
Bruce and Faye Candage

February 11

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to
fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you!

Kids Korner
Color me!
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February 2022
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Trustees
6:30 p.m.

9-10 a.m.

6

13

20

27

7

8

Men
4:30 p.m.

Christian Ed
6:30 p.m.

14

15

Bible Studies
Women
1 p.m.
Men
4:30 p.m.

Deacons
6:30 p.m.

21

22

Women
1 p.m.

Bible Studies
Women
1 p.m.
Men
4:30 p.m.

Thu
3

Fri

Women
1 p.m.

Sat

4

5

11

12

18

19

25

26

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

9

10

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

16

17

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

23

24

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

28

Men
4:30 p.m.
Notes

Wed
2

You are the only Bible
some unbelievers will
ever read.

