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Greetings in Jesus’ Name
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We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We
are people who love Jesus and who want others to
know the joy and purpose that come with following
Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church
committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His
kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in
Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God,
obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy
Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We
invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this
abundant life.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
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was instituted in 165 B.C. by Judas Maccabeus and
his brothers as an annual celebration of the
rededication of the temple after it had been desecrated
by the Greek Emperor Antiochus Epiphanes.
Hanukkah is also known as the Festival of Lights,
with the ceremonial lighting of eight candles (an
additional candle each day of the feast). It is recorded
in the Talmud that a small quantity of sacred oil
burned miraculously long until new oil could be
consecrated.

Pastor Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

“HANUKKAH”
“Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem.
It was winter, and Jesus was in the temple courts
walking in Solomon’s Colonnade.” John 10:22-23

In Matthew 24:1-3, 15-16, Jesus told His disciples
that there is to be a Hanukkah in the future. Emperor
Antiochus Epiphanes was not the first, nor the last,
tyrant who sought to annihilate the Jews. He had a
fixation about the Sabbath and circumcision and
prohibited both by penalty of death. Monthly
searches of homes were instituted and if a copy of the

It might come as a surprise to many Christians that
Jesus celebrated Hanukkah. It is not mentioned in the
Old Testament because it was established after the
time of Malachi. It’s celebrated for eight days
beginning on the 25th of Kislev (this year, at sundown
November 28th through December 5th). Hanukkah
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Sympathies and Concerns

Scriptures or a young man who had been circumcised
was found, the entire family was slain! Antiochus’
final atrocity was to violate the holy place in the
Temple by sacrificing a pig on the altar! Thus the
“Abomination of Desolation” which was foretold by
the Prophet Daniel came to pass. It looked as if the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was crushed in
defeat, but centuries before, God promised Abraham:
“I will bless those who bless you, and whoever
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will
be blessed through you.” Genesis 12:3

Let’s continue to keep all
unsaved loved ones in our
prayers, as well as members of
our church family who are
unable to join us on Sunday
mornings due to illness or other
difficulties.
Continued prayers are needed for
the following, and their families:
Katherine Dinkert, Tom and Jo
Woodward, Christine Valentyne and Joan Pettengill.

The story of Hanukkah is the story of treacherous
times. But it is also a story of triumph! It is the
witness of God to the power of even the smallest light
which refuses to be extinguished by the darkness. Is
it an accident, then, that Hanukkah comes during
winter, when days are so short and night is so long?
Yes, light, like love, has the power to keep on glowing
and what’s more—multiplying, and at last showing
itself to be victorious!

Christmas Memories
Jackie Butler has submitted the following Christmas
story for our enjoyment:
Christmas to Remember

Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

My Mom always enjoyed Christmas, not only was it
the birth of our Savior, but it was a time she could be
mischievous. One Christmas several years ago, she
and Dad went shopping to buy mom a sweater for
Christmas. Mom chose two sweaters she liked, and
dad purchased them. When they got back home,
mom wrapped the sweaters and put the boxes under
the tree.

Spirited Moments
The overarching motive behind everything we ask for
in prayer must be the glorification of God.
R. A. Torrey
It is not the nature of what I do that determines the
spirituality of my action, but the origin of what I do.

Remember, this story covers about three weeks
before Christmas. After a while, she decided she did
not like the color of one of the sweaters. She took
one of the boxes out from under the tree,
unwrapped it and took one of the sweaters back to
the store to exchange it. She got another sweater,
brought it home, wrapped it up and put it under the
tree.

Ian Thomas, Maj.(Ret) UK
The Puritans worshipped a God, and a Christ, who
were great and holy; and we worship a God, and a
Christ, who are small, and pally, and Father
Christmassy.

Signs of Faith

There was a Christmas party they would
attend. Mom went under the tree, took out one of
the boxes, unwrapped it and wore the sweater to the
party. When they returned home, mom put the
sweater back in the box and re-wrapped it and put it
under the tree.

James I. Packer

Christmas Eve after Midnight Mass, they would open
their gifts from all of us. I don’t remember all of what
she received that Christmas, but I do know, she got
two sweaters for Christmas that year; at least one of
which was slightly worn.
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Member News

Children’s Ministry

Wondering how to make a great impression at next
year’s Thanksgiving dinner? How about this platter
of crackers, cheese, nuts and more designed to look
just like Tom Turkey? The “turkey” was created by
Shelly Schildroth and daughter Mya. Good job!

“Train a child in the way he should go…” Prov. 22:6

Wow! What a terrific job our Christian Ed team did
putting together this year’s Project 31. Under the
guidance of Betsy Butler, subbing in for Team Leader
Allison Charles, the event went off without a hitch.
Even the weather cooperated! If you’ve never
participated in our Project 31 event before, plan on
signing up next year — you’ll enjoy every minute!
Here’s a sample of the ghouls and ghosties who
dropped by:

Josh and Kim Astbury recently took their young ones
to their first UMaine hockey game. There’s nothing
like the real thing! Check out those Bruins jackets…
these are diehard hockey fans.
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Once again, Nancy Bates has
organized
our
Operation
Christmas
Child
program,
distributing empty cardboard
shoeboxes to members of the
congregation, collecting the filled
boxes, like the ones shown below,
and delivering them to be shipped far and wide
around the world. Well done, Nancy!

Our annual Hanging of the Greens took place on
Sunday, November 28, under the direction of
Christian Ed Team Leader Allison Charles. Allison,
joined by William Charles, Mya Schildroth and the
other children’s Sunday School teachers, Erin
Williamson, Nancy Bates and Alma Mote, led the
children in the traditional readings and placement of
the Christmas greens and Nativity figures. All
participants did an excellent job, especially the two
little fellas ringing the bells as they came down the
aisle to the altar.
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First Sunday of Advent
Following the Hanging of the Greens, Katrina Walls
was called to light the first of the Advent candles, the
candle representing Hope.
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Christmas Time
Christmas time is finally here.
It only comes but once a year,
And it’s a time to spread good cheer
To those we love and hold so dear.
Christmas time is a time of glee,
A time when peace and love run free,
A time for those like you and me
To sit beneath the Christmas tree.
Christmas time is a time of joy,
A time to sit back and enjoy
The smile on each girl and boy,
As they play with a Christmas toy.

The Ugly Christmas Tree
The cat was obsessed with the Christmas
tree. The entire holiday season, it was a
miserable job to keep the cat out of the
tree. Thankfully, it was Christmas Eve,
and the tree would be coming down
soon. However, it was then that the
oversized barn cat decided it was time
to wage war. Unfortunately, the tree
stand wasn’t up to the added weight of
the voluptuous tomcat.
It came
crashing to the ground with a
thunderous boom.

Christmas time is a time to share
The passing of another year.
Birth of Jesus, a joyful prayer,
To show loved ones how much we care.
Christmas time is a time for song,
A time for us to get along,
To make us feel Lord Jesus strong,
Forgive all those who did us wrong.
Christmas time is a time to pray,
Put love and kindness on display,
Show compassion along the way.
Christmas time should be every day.

Upon hearing the resounding crash, the
entire family woke. The living room
looked like a Christmas wasteland, with
ornaments rolling under the couch and
the tree crushing presents. The cat
slinked away under the radar to pick
needles out of his fur.
Bobby, the
youngest, looked up at his mother in
wonder.

By Ronald Doe

“Dad was right, Mom. Santa thought
your Christmas tree was ugly too.”
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings
Lydia Clapp Hughey
Macy Brockway

Happy Birthday to
December 2
Mason Astbury
December 8
Alma Mote

December 25
December 30

Jerry and Terri Springston
Daron and Carrie Clifford

Happy Anniversary to
December 2
Rick and Dawn Nason
December 5
Ed and Sally Blodgett

December 19
December 28

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to
fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you!

Kids Korner
Color me!
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December 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

12

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

17

18

23

24

25

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

5 p.m.

30

31

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

9-10 a.m.

5

Thu
2

6

7

Men
4:30 p.m.

Trustees
6:30 p.m.

13

14

Women
1 p.m.

8

9

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

15

16

Women
1 p.m.

19

26

Men
4:30 p.m.

Christian Ed
6:30 p.m.

20

21

Men
4:30 p.m.

Deacons
6:30 p.m.

27

28

Women
1 p.m.

Women
1 p.m.
Men
4:30 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

22

29

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

If you only pray when
you’re in trouble…
you’re in trouble.
Notes

