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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 

are people who love Jesus and who want others to 

know the joy and purpose that come with following 

Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 

committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 

kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 

Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 

obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 

invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 

abundant life. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Pastor Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 

 

“Is Work Worth It?” 
 

“What do people get for all their hard 

work?”  [Ecclesiastes 1:3] 
 

If you haven’t noticed, our nation is experiencing a 

critical labor crisis.  No, the problem isn’t that there 

are no jobs to be had—just the opposite—it’s that so 

many people have chosen not to work!  I’ll not get  

 

 

 

into the details of “why.”  I’m just reflecting on the 

consequences. 

 

I was born and raised in Colorado, the “Playground 

State,” where work was primarily intended to 

accumulate funds for the following week’s recreation 

and escapades.  Ever-so-many people in the 

Centennial State believed that a job was a barrier to 

happiness—never a way to happiness. 

 

The result of not appreciating the true and genuine 

value of work creates an immense contradiction in 

one’s mind.  It means that many people, if they work 

at all, do so with a “get it over with, so I can do what’s 

really important” attitude.  However, for followers of 

Christ, labor is first and foremost a service to God and, 

as such, it should bring glory to Him and blessings to 

others.  A Christian must work honestly and exhibit 

quality in every endeavor; doing whatever we do 

“with all our heart,” because in doing so, we not only 

benefit ourselves; we profit others as well. 
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Quality and diligence; excellence and faithfulness 

should mark the work of those who bear the name of 

Christ, because, for us, labor is both an offering to 

God and a way in which we clearly demonstrate a 

love for others that reaches far beyond paychecks, 

“perks” or playful diversions. 
 

Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 

 

Spirited Moments 
Silence in the face of evil is, itself, evil; God will not 

hold us guiltless.   Not to decide is to decide; not to 

speak is to speak; not to act is to act.  

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

There is nothing so Spirit-quenching as to study the 

Spirit’s work without being willing to be touched, 

humbled, convicted, and changed as you go along.  

 

James I. Packer 

 

We should never cease to thank God that in His love, 

He first gave His Son for us and then gave His Spirit 

to live in us. 

 

John R. W. Stott 

 

Signs of Faith  

 

 

Sympathies and Concerns 

Let’s continue to keep all 

unsaved loved ones in our 

prayers, as well as members of 

our church family who are 

unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings due to illness or other 

difficulties. 

 

Joan Pettengill continues to need 

our prayers for relief from pain 

due to her back condition. 

 

Jon Walden also needs prayers as he recuperates from 

injuries sustained in his recent bicycle accident. 

 

Joyce Slater has a prayer request for a childhood 

friend’s daughter and husband, Merry and Troy, both 

51 with COVID.  Merry is on the mend; however, 

Troy has complications and prognosis is 50/50 of 

surviving.  They were both airlifted from Wyoming 

to Salt Lake City for care.  Needed prayers.   

 

Also, continued prayers for my niece, Christine, 

diagnosed with colon cancer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our friends, Paul 

and Ginger Doyle 

have written with 

their latest news, 

as follows: 
 

Faye, 
 

Thank you very much for keeping us on the Bell 

Ringer Newsletter mailing list.  It is such a joy 

following the news and seeing photos of our Blue 

Hill church family.  While some of us have moved 

on to a new location and have expanded our 

church families, we always enjoy great reminders 

of friends from our past who have not lost their 

love of the Lord.  I will have to admit it is hard 

recognizing some of the youth from First Baptist 

Blue Hill as they have grown so much!   We think 

of you all often and praise God for our time in 

Maine. 
 

Blessings, 

Ginger and Paul 
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Special Visitor 

On August 8 and again on August 15, we were treated 

to a special appearance and music from harpist 

Marlyn Jensen.  Marlyn considers First Baptist 

Church her place of worship when she visits our area. 

 

 

LOL 

Here’s another one from Jerry Butler to put a smile on 

your face: 

 

One Sunday, a pastor got up and announced to his 

congregation, “I have good news and bad news.  The 

good news is, we have enough money to pay for our 

new building program.  The bad news is, it’s still out 

there in your pockets.” 

 

And one more from Paul Zierk to keep you smiling: 

 

Definitions of Heaven and Hell 

 

Heaven is where… 

• the French are the cooks 

• the English are the police 

• the Germans are the mechanics 

• the Italians are the romantics and 

• the Swiss are the organizers. 

Hell is where… 

• the French are the mechanics 

• the English are the cooks 

• the Germans are the police 

• the Italians are the organizers and 

• the Swiss are the romantics. 

Missions News 

For more than two hundred years, International 

Ministries (also known as the American Baptist 

Foreign Mission Society), has combined resilience, 

adaptability, and creative approaches to cross-cultural 

ministry with faithfulness to Scripture. We serve 

together with and learn from our many local partners 

in ministry around the globe. 

 

During the World Mission Offering this September 

and October, our church has the opportunity to join 

the transformational work God is doing around the 

world through International Ministries’ 120+ global 

servants and 250+ global partners.  God can use our 

participation not only to change lives internationally, 

but also to deepen our own discipleship in Christ.  We 

can take part in what the Holy Spirit is doing to bring 

God’s kingdom “on earth as it is in heaven.”  

 

Children’s Ministry 

“Train a child in the way he should go…” Prov. 22:6 
 

 
 

Our Christian Ed team is excited to reopen our chapel 

building for Sunday School classes beginning on 

September 19 at 9 a.m.  Team Leader Allison Charles 

reports they are monitoring COVID-19 

recommendations/mandates and as of this writing, 

masks need to be worn by both students and teachers.  
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For more information on this year’s Sunday School 

classes, please contact Allison at 374-9918. 

 

Did You Know? 

Labor Day, the first Monday in September, is a 

creation of the labor movement and is dedicated to the 

social and economic achievements of American 

workers.  It constitutes a yearly national tribute to the 

contributions workers have made to the strength, 

prosperity and well-being of our country. 

 

LABOR DAY LEGISLATION 

Through the years, the nation gave increasing 

emphasis to Labor Day.  The first governmental 

recognition came through municipal ordinances 

passed during 1885 and 1886.  From these, a 

movement developed to secure state legislation. 

 

The first state bill was introduced into the New York 

legislature, but the first to become law was passed by 

Oregon on Feb. 21, 1887.  During the year four more 

states — Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey and 

New York — created the Labor Day holiday by 

legislative enactment. 

 

By the end of the decade, Connecticut, Nebraska and 

Pennsylvania had followed suit. 

 

By 1894, 23 other states had adopted the holiday in 

honor of workers, and on June 28 of that year, 

Congress passed an act making the first Monday in 

September of each year a legal holiday in the District 

of Columbia and the territories. 

 

FOUNDER OF LABOR DAY 

More than 100 years after the first Labor Day 

observance, there is still some doubt as to who first 

proposed the holiday for workers. 

 

Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, general 

secretary of the Brotherhood of Carpenters and 

Joiners and a cofounder of the American Federation 

of Labor, was first to suggest a day to honor those 

“who from rude nature have delved and carved all the 

grandeur we behold.” 

 

Many people, however, believe that Matthew 

Maguire, a machinist, not Peter McGuire, founded the 

holiday. 

 

Recent research seems to support the contention that 

Matthew Maguire, later the secretary of Local 344 of 

the International Association of Machinists in 

Paterson, N.J., proposed the holiday in 1882 while 

serving as secretary of the Central Labor Union in 

New York. 

 

It is clear, however, that the Central Labor Union 

adopted a Labor Day proposal and appointed a 

committee to plan a demonstration and picnic. 

 

THE FIRST LABOR DAY 

The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on 

Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1882, in New York City, in 

accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. 

The union held its second Labor Day holiday just a 

year later, on Sept. 5, 1883. 

 

By U.S. Department of Labor  
 

Member News   

Our Christian Ed team pulled off a wonderful, if 

abbreviated, Vacation Bible School program this 

year.  You’ll recall that there was no VBS last year 

because of the pandemic.  Katrina Walls posted this 

photo and message about her participation in VBS 

2021: 

 

 
So yesterday [Sunday, August 22] I was the song 

leader for the opening and closing for the VBS day 

we had for the kids.  I apologize if I messed it up at 

any point because I was exhausted. However, I 

enjoyed doing that soooo much. Talking about how 

God is faithful and his love for us endures forever and 

seeing the reaction from all the little kids, it warmed 
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my heart so much.  I truly am glad that I was able to 

do it.  

 

 

Both Schildroth girls celebrated a birthday in 

August… Mya on August 1 and Chloe on August 9.  

Congratulations to these young ladies who are 

growing up so quickly! 

 

 

Young Roark Gribbin also enjoyed his birthday on 

August 23.  Brings to mind that familiar saying, “a 

picture is worth a thousand words” … 

 

 
 

 

Senior Clapps, Rob and Patty, enjoyed the annual get-

together of all their children and grandchildren for 

summer fun at Walker Pond.  On that really cool 

swing are grandkids Luke Hughey, Evie Gribbin, 

Vera Gribbin and Robin Hughey. 

 

 
 

And here’s that annual photo of the whole clan:  in 

the back, from left to right, Mark Clapp, David 

Gribbin, Sarah Clapp, holding Roark, Rob and Patty, 

Lydia Hughey, Aaron Hughey, holding Luke, and 

Anna Clapp; in the front, from left to right, are Evie 

Gribbin, Vera Gribbin and Robin Hughey: 
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 

Allison Charles September 3 Ruth Hutchins September 22 

Lyla Astbury September 5 Jonathan Fenders September 26 

Nathan Fenders September 6 Wade Clifford September 28 

Jason Butler September 12 Rob Clapp September 30 

    

    

Happy Anniversary to 

Ron & Chris Cote September 3 Mike & Jessica Astbury September 5 

Jon & Sandy Woodward (50th!) September 5 Jerry & Jackie Butler September 30 

    

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 

 

Kids Korner 

Color me!  

 
 

Back to School 
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 September 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 
Returns September 19 

9-10 a.m. 

  1  
 

2 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

3  
 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

 

 

Trustees 

6:30 p.m. 

8  
 

9 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

10  
 

11  
 

12  
 

13 

 

 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

14  
 

 

 

Christian Ed 

6:30 p.m. 

15  
 

16  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

17  
 

18  
 

19  
 

20 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

21   

 

 

 

Deacons 

6:30 p.m. 

22  
 

23  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
 

27 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

28  
 

 

 

Advisory Board 

4:30 p.m. 

29  
 
 

30  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

Don’t let the noise of 

the world keep you 

from hearing the voice 

of the Lord. 

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 
 

 


