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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 

are people who love Jesus and who want others to 

know the joy and purpose that come with following 

Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 

committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 

kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 

Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 

obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 

invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 

abundant life. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Pastor Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 

 

“Take a Hike!” 
 

“Enoch walked faithfully with God; then he was no 

more, because God took him away.”  [Genesis 5:24] 

 

The Fifth Chapter of Genesis summarizes the lives of 

ten patriarchs—Adam through Noah.  Eight of these 

patriarchs lived together as contemporaries for 

hundreds of years.  From Seth to Lamech, little more 

can be said of the patriarchs than: “They were born 

and died.”  But towering above his times was Enoch.   

 

His biography is short, but inspiring!  His life span 

was less than half that of the other patriarchs.  Why?  

Because “God took him.”  And, why?  Because 

“Enoch walked with God!” 

 

Upon coming to Maine, I’ve discovered that hiking in 

this state is both popular and “big business.”  Sporting 

goods stores, health centers and state parks with 

hiking paths abound.  And why not?  Walking is a 

natural reaction of being alive.  Early in life we “put 

one foot in front of the other.”  The Christian life is 

likened to a “walk.”  And like Enoch we must be 

walking.  We must be walking with someone.  We 

must be walking somewhere.  And so, as we walk 

with God there are three things we can anticipate: 

 

 - We can expect great things.  The Apostle Paul said, 

“Eyes have not seen, nor have ears heard, neither has 

it entered into the imagination of anyone; the things 

that God has prepared for those who love Him.” [1 

Corinthians 2:9] 

 

 - We can expect God’s pathway to be costly.  There 

is a cost to walking with God, but it will never be 
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beyond our strength or ability; for when the pathway 

is most difficult, God Himself lifts us as a loving 

Shepherd and carries us through the dark and difficult 

places. 

 

 - Walking with God will result in a lasting 

relationship that will make all the difference.  This 

companionship leaves a lasting mark.  Remember the 

testimony of Peter and John, how even those who 

opposed them could not deny, but acknowledged that 

“They had been with Jesus.”  [Acts 4:13] 

 

It’s been said, “A person is known by the company 

they keep.”  If we walk with God, the world can’t help 

but take notice.   And let’s invite them to join us along 

the way that leads to life abundant and eternal! 

 

Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 

 

Spirited Moments 
If you’re gonna have a successful pity party, you dare 

not let gratitude to God open the back door so joy can 

sneak in. 

 

Sue Klein, in Discipleship Journal 

 

Paul was not given a message to proclaim; he was 

brought into a vivid, personal relationship to Jesus 

Christ.  He was devoted to a Person, not to a cause. 

 

Oswald Chambers 

 

People say the Lord works in strange and mysterious 

ways, but I think maybe it’s the other way 

around.  People make strange and mysterious what 

the Lord would just as soon leave simple and clear. 

 

 Bill Littlefield 

 

Signs of Faith  

Sympathies and Concerns 

Let’s continue to keep all 

unsaved loved ones in our 

prayers, as well as members of 

our church family who are 

unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings due to illness or other 

difficulties. 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 

“Train a child in the way he should go…” Prov. 22:6 

 

Our Christian Ed team is 

working on this year’s 

Vacation Bible School 

program to be held on 

Sunday, August 22, from 1 to 

3 p.m.  Registration for the 

program — “Anchored-Deepening Faith in God” — 

is at 12:30 p.m.   

 

The Christian Ed team also is planning for a big 

“Rally Day” Sunday School kickoff September 19.  

Stay tuned for further details. 

 

LOL 

An eyewitness account from New York City, on a 

cold day in December, some years ago: 

 

A little boy, about 10 years old, was standing before 

a shoe store on the street, barefooted, peering through 

the window and shivering with cold. 

 

A lady approached the young boy and said, “My, but 

you’re in such deep thought staring in that window!” 

 

“I was asking God to give me a pair of shoes,” was 

the boy’s reply. 

 

The lady took him by the hand, went into the store, 

and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks 
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for the boy.  She then asked if he could give her a 

basin of water and a towel.  He quickly brought them 

to her. 

 

She took the little fellow to the back part of the store 

and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed his 

little feet, and dried them with the towel. 

 

By this time, the clerk had returned with the socks.  

Placing a pair upon the boy’s feet, she then purchased 

him a pair of shoes. 

 

She tied up the remaining pairs of socks and gave 

them to the boy.  She patted him on the head and said, 

“No doubt, you will be more comfortable now.” 

 

As she turned to go, the astonished boy caught her by 

the hand, and looking up into her face, with tears in 

his eyes, he asked her, “Are you God’s wife?”  

 

Member News   

We missed this news report 

last month, but it’s never 

too late to celebrate a long 

life.  Chris Guy reports that 

her mother, Mary Pearson, 

celebrated 101 (!) years on 

July 9.  Chris adds that her 

mother is doing very well 

at Woodlands Assisted 

Living in Brewer.  Congratulations! 

 

Also in July, we celebrated the full reopening of our 

beloved First Baptist Church with a cookout on the 

parsonage lawn.  The event was well attended, and a 

good time was had by all, as you can see from these 

photos taken by Hank Fenders… 

 
 

 
 

Some of you may have seen the summer 2021 issue 

of George Stevens Academy’s publication “Matters,” 

but for those of you who haven’t, the back cover of 

the publication featured our own Jerry Butler with 

some of his grandchildren.  As a gift to GSA, Jerry 

donated a stair tread his great-grandfather, George 

Washington Butler, used during construction of the 

Academy Building in 1898.  Writing on the board 

shows that it was shipped from Morse & Co. in 

Bangor to G.W. Butler in Blue Hill aboard the 

schooner Emily Bell.  The board was given to Jerry’s 

father, Gerald Newcombe Butler, when the building 

was renovated.  Pictured with Jerry are four of his 

grandchildren, from left, Kylie Chase with Broden 

Chase, Keegan Butler and Morgan Clifford. 

 

 

Speaking of the Butler clan, Jackie Butler reports that 

grandson Keegan left for college on Saturday, July 

31.  Keegan is driving solo all the way to California. 

Jackie says prayers for safe travels will be greatly 

appreciated. 
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Mike and Jessica Astbury recently took their children, 

Mason and Lyla, to Story Land in Glen, New 

Hampshire.  Looks like both the big and little kids had 

lots of fun.  Who’s that kid with the big head in the 

middle?  Looks sorta like an egg… 

 

Allison Charles checked in to say that her twins, 

William and Katherine, will be off to college this 

month.  She says she’s very happy for each of them, 

but still feels somewhat “empty-nesty” these days. 

 

Alma Mote says her son, Gavin, finally has a snail-

mail address as follows: 

 

Gavin Mote 

6921 W. Gore Blvd., Apt. #618 

Lawton, OK 73505   

 

It’s always nice for members of our military to know 

they are remembered by the folks back home. 

 

 
 

Some of you know that Marilyn Carter’s funeral was 

held at our church in July.  Dewey and Danner Curtis 

sent a note expressing their appreciation… 

 

We are thankful for the loving assistance we 

received in arranging a funeral service for our 

beloved Grammie Lynn.  It further punctuates our 

recent understanding that it’s important to 

steadfastly serve God in one’s local community. 

In Christ, 

Dewey and Danner 
 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for 

a Coffee Hour after worship each 

Communion Sunday.  Coffee Hour is 

a time of fellowship and socializing 

– a time to catch up with friends and 

acquaint yourself with new people of 

the congregation.  Here at First 

Baptist Church, we have a wonderful 

tradition of fellowship and 

hospitality, and Coffee Hour is a 

special part of that tradition. 
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 

Barry Curtis August 1 Ron Cote August 22 

Mya Schildroth August 1 Roark Gribbin August 23 

Chloe Schildroth August 9 Kim Astbury August 31 

Anna Clapp August 22   

    

Happy Anniversary to 

Jon and Erin Chase August 19   

    

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 

 

Kids Korner 

Color me!  
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 August 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1  
 

2 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

3  
 

 

National  

Watermelon  

Day 

4  
 

5 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

6  
 

7  
 

 

National  

Lighthouse  

Day 

8  
 

 

 

Harpist Marlyn Jensen 

will be a guest musician 

9 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

10  
 

11  
 

12 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

13  

 

Jensen Concert 

An Evening of Sacred 

Scottish Harp Music 

7 p.m. 

14  
 

15  
 

16 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

17  

 

 

 

Deacons 

6:30 p.m. 

18  
 

19  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 
 
 
 

VBS 1 to 3 p.m. 

Registration 12:30 p.m. 

23 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

24  
 

25  
 

26  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30 

Women 

1 p.m. 

 

Men 

4:30 p.m. 

31  
 

  

 

 

 

 

Returns in the Fall 

Don’t put people 

down; instead, put 

them on your prayer 

list. 

 

Notes 

 

 

 

 
 

 


