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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 

are people who love Jesus and who want others to 

know the joy and purpose that come with following 

Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 

committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 

kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 

Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 

obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 

invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 

abundant life. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Pastor Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 
 

“The Seasons of Life” 
 

“There is a time for every thing, and a season for 

every activity under the heavens...”  [Ecclesiastes 3:1] 

 

Throughout the Bible we’re told of the four seasons 

which God planned and promised “in the beginning.”  

In the book of Ecclesiastes, King Solomon ever-so-

subtly reminds his readers of the passing of these 

seasons by using the frequently repeated expression, 

“under the sun.”  With the appearing of March,  

 

 

however, comes a most-anticipated change of seasons 

as slowly but surely winter passes. 

 

Haven’t we all asked ourselves at one time or another, 

“If winter comes, can spring be far behind?”  As 

believers in Christ, that phrase has special meaning:  

seeing that Jesus died for our sins and that He is living 

today, then, following “the winter of our despair” is 

certain to come the spring of hope eternal. 

 

I’m sure it’s no accident that Easter comes in the 

springtime, because it reminds us that after the cold 

and darkness of winter has run its course, life and 

hope spring eternal!  In the passion, death and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, we see that, like Him, 

there is surely a future—and it’s ours.  No matter what 

comes our way; no matter how long or dark our nights 

may have been, “hope springs eternal!” 

THE BELL RINGER 
First Baptist Church of Blue Hill, 53 Pleasant Street, Blue Hill, ME 04614 

www.firstbaptistchurchbluehill.org  • fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com 

 

 

 • (207) 374-5093 

Calling all to gather in His name 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
  Page 

  

 Greetings 1 

 From the Pulpit 1 

 Spirited Moments 2 

 Sympathies and Concerns 2 

 Signs of Faith 2 

 LOL 2 

 Member News 3 

 Important Reminder 4 

 A Prayer in Spring 4 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries 5 

 Kids Korner 5 

 Calendar  

 

http://www.firstbaptistchurchbluehill.org/
mailto:fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com


2 
 

Therefore we must be willing to move forward; 

making the most of every day; being grateful for the 

past and all it has involved; but still, looking ahead to 

the glory that awaits God’s people, because peace, joy 

and hope are certain through the salvation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! 

 

Jerry Springston 
 

Spirited Moments 
It takes God to be a person as God intended.  It 

takes Christ to be a Christian.  Christ in the 

Christian puts God back into the person. 

 

Ian Thomas, Major (Ret.) UK 

 

Whatever God calls us to do, He’ll always be 

faithful to equip us to do. 
 

Jim Cymbala,  Senior Pastor 

Brooklyn Tabernacle Church 

 

The call of God is not the echo of my nature.   As 

long as I consider my personal temperament and 

think about what I am fitted for, I shall never hear 

the call of God. 

 

Oswald Chambers 
 

Sympathies and Concerns 
Let’s continue to keep all 

unsaved loved ones in our 

prayers, as well as members of 

our church family who are 

unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings due to illness or other 

difficulties. 

 

Let’s continue to pray for Joyce 

Slater’s niece, Christine 

Valentyne, as she undergoes 

treatment for an aggressive colon and liver cancer. 

 

Our friend Bonnie Benedix needs continued prayers 

as she struggles to overcome her bouts of depression.  

If you’d like to send Bonnie a note of cheer, her 

address is: 

 

Bonnie Benedix 

Seaport Village Healthcare 

11 General Moore Way, Room #410 

Ellsworth, ME 04605 

Paul and Ginger Doyle are in need of our prayers as 

Ginger recently was diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 

We need to keep praying for everyone involved in 

trying to bring about an end to the coronavirus 

pandemic.  We know that prayer works, so let’s not 

get discouraged.  We may not be able to see the light 

at the end of the tunnel yet, but God surely is listening 

to our prayers. 

 

Signs of Faith  

 

LOL 

With a nod to St. Patrick’s Day… 

 

Three guys, one Irish, one English and one Scottish, 

are out walking along the beach together one day.  

They come across a lantern and a genie pops out of it.  

“I will give you each one wish; that's three wishes in 

total,” says the genie. 

 

The Scottish guy says, “I am a fisherman, my Dad's a 

fisherman, his Dad was a fisherman and my son will 

be one too.  I want all the oceans full of fish for all 

eternity.”  So, with a blink of the genie's eye FOOM! 

the oceans were teeming with fish. 

 

The Englishman was amazed, so he said, “I want a 

wall around England, protecting her, so that no one 

will get in for all eternity.”  Again, with a blink of the 

genie's eye POOF! there was a huge wall around 

England. 

 

The Irishman says, “I'm very curious.  Please tell me 

more about this wall.”  The genie explains, “Well, it's 

about 150 feet high, 50 feet thick, protecting England 

so that nothing can get in or out.”  

 

The Irishman says, “Fill it up with water.” 
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Member News   

Most of you know that Alma Mote’s oldest son, 

Gavin, became a member of the U.S. Army one year 

ago and has been stationed at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, for 

the past many months.  Much to his mother’s delight, 

Gavin is home for a short leave, having been 

welcomed by signs and balloons and his family.  

Welcome home, Gavin! 

 

 
 

 
 

Well, there may be snow outside our windows these 

days, but our friends, Wayne and Ruth Hutchins, 

aren’t seeing any outside their windows.  That’s 

because they are in sunny Florida enjoying the 

sunshine and warm temperatures.  We hear Ruth has 

been out riding her bicycle and Wayne recently 

posted this photo, quipping:  “Three days in a row she 

has beat me!  Tough lady on the golf course.” 

 

Speaking of outdoor activities, perhaps you were in 

church recently and heard Miss Natalie Astbury 

announce she is thankful for skiing and that she does 

so “her way.”  Check out Natalie’s fine form below: 
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Meanwhile, back at the ranch, Natalie’s dad has been 

busy at the BBQ.  Here’s what Josh has to say about 

what he’s learned during a pandemic year, “If there is 

anything I’ve learned from the pandemic, it’s how to 

BBQ! Here is Super Bowl Sunday with some 

Memphis-style ribs, smoked sausage, and pulled 

chicken.”  Check it out…  Yummmmmm 

 

 

From what we hear lately, most of the over-70 

members of our congregation are well on their way to 

completing the coronavirus vaccination program.  

This is wonderful news and a major step towards 

achieving what the experts call “herd immunity.”  It 

won’t be long now before we can look forward to 

getting back to the fellowship opportunities we love.. 

like coffee hour! 

 

Important Reminder   

On Saturday night/Sunday morning, March 13/14, we 

need to remember to set our clocks and watches 

ahead one hour as Daylight Saving Time begins at 2 

a.m. March 14.  Failure to do so will make you an 

hour late for Sunday worship.  Yes, it’s happened.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

A Prayer in Spring 
by 

Robert Frost 

 

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day; 

And give us not to think so far away 

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 

All simply in the springing of the year. 

 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 

Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 

And make us happy in the happy bees, 

The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

 

And make us happy in the darting bird 

That suddenly above the bees is heard, 

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 

And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 

 

For this is love and nothing else is love, 

The which it is reserved for God above 

To sanctify to what far ends He will, 

But which it only needs that we fulfil. 
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 

Dawn Nason March 5 Shelly Schildroth March 19 

Halle Rose Clifford March 6 Blake Nason March 19 

Carrie Clifford March 7 Jerry Springston March 23 

Nancy Bates March 11 Bruce Candage March 24 

Betsy Butler March 13 Connery Williamson March 30 

Taylor Schildroth March 14   

    

    

Happy Anniversary to 

    

    

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 

 

Kids Korner 

Color me! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 

 

Temporarily suspended 

1 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

2  
 

 

 

Trustees 

6:30 p.m. 

3  
 

4 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

5  
 

6  
 

7  
 

8 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

9  
 

 

 

Christian Ed 

6:30 p.m. 

10  
 

11  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

12  
 

13  
 

14  
 

15 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

16  
 

 

 

Deacons 

6:30 p.m. 

17  
 

18  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

19  
 

20  
 

21  
 

22 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

23  
 

24  
 

25  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

30  
 

31  
 

 

He who kneels 

before God can stand 

before anyone. 

 

In-person Church Attendance Guidelines Notes 
 

✓ If you come, physical distancing must be maintained. 

✓ Masks must be worn. Please bring a mask with you.   

Should you not have one, we have a limited supply. 

✓ Hand sanitizer is available. 

✓ Attendees assume the risk. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


