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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 

are people who love Jesus and who want others to 

know the joy and purpose that come with following 

Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 

committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 

kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 

Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 

obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 

invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 

abundant life. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Pastor Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 
 

“The Meaning of Easter” 

“Peter stood and addressed the crowd: ‘Fellow 

Israelites, listen to this...Jesus was handed over to 

you by God’s deliberate plan...and you, with the help 

of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to 

a cross.  But God raised Him from the dead!’” [Acts 

2:22-24] 

 

 

 

 

 

There are so many consequences of Easter, but one of 

the most important and yes, comforting, is that Easter 

means that God will always have the last word!” 

 

Nothing could seem further from the truth when Jesus 

was put to death.  Pontius Pilate, who signed the 

death warrant and certified the charges, said, “What I 

have written, I have written.”  In doing so, he thought 

he had the last word. 

 

Those who jeered at the foot of the cross, taunting 

Jesus, saying, “He saved others; but he cannot save 

himself,”  thought they had the last word. 

 

The Roman soldiers who drove the spikes through 

Jesus’ hands and feet, and thrust the spear into his side 

thought they had the last word. 
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The horrors of pain and death that tore at Jesus’ 

tattered body thought they had the last word. 

 

The Prince of Darkness, who appeared to have won 

the Conflict of the Ages, thought he had the last word.  

But he was wrong—they all were wrong. 

 

Behind the cross, hidden in the shadows, was God the 

Forgotten Factor Who always has the last word.  As 

Jesus cried, “It is finished!” He was only saying that 

God was now beginning.  The cast of characters in the 

drama of Calvary had left God out of their script.  

They didn’t know that God Who wrote the narrative 

was also directing it.  The entire scenario of Good 

Friday happened within the sovereign purpose and 

plan of Almighty God; and when it was over, God 

spoke the last word and that word was the triumphant 

resurrection! 

 

That’s something we desperately need to hear these 

days.  Whether it be troubles, trials, trauma or death, 

the resurrection of Jesus is God’s guarantee that He 

will have the last word, and not only the last word in 

our lives, but in the fate of the world and the destiny 

of humanity. 

 

Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 

 

Signs of Faith  

 

 

 

Spirited Moments 
Christ died to liquidate the sin question so that on the 

basis of his atoning life we may enjoy the resurrection 

life. 
 

Ian Thomas, Major (Ret.) UK 
 

When we encounter the unknown, the Spirit of God 

is there to keep us from being intimidated.  He lives 

within us to reveal, to teach, to direct. 

                                                                                                   

Chuck Swindoll 
  

The Church was never intended to be a natural and 

intellectual organization, but a supernatural 

instrumentality wholly dependent upon the power of 

God. 

 

A. W. Tozer 

 

Sympathies and Concerns 
Let’s continue to keep all 

unsaved loved ones in our 

prayers, as well as members of 

our church family who are 

unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings due to illness or other 

difficulties. 

 

Prayers continue to be needed 

for the following:  Christine 

Valentyne, Richard Charles and 

Pastor Doug Drown for cancer healing; Jessie Conley 

Allen, who has Crohn’s disease and is soon to have 

surgery to remove her colon; Jim Foley of Deer Isle, 

the father of one of Allison Charles’ co-workers, who 

recently fell, injuring many ribs and vertebrae, and 

soon will be scheduled for major back surgery in 

Boston. 

 

Some of you may remember Jessie Conley Allen as a 

teenager who attended our Sunday School and was a 

member of our Youth Group along with Emily 

Fenders, Alex Hemmerly-Brown, Andrea Flynn and 

Andrea Berry. 

 

We also have a prayer request update on Emily 

Fenders Peasley’s father-in-law, Bill Peasely, a recent 

cardiac patient.  Bill has returned home, continues to 

recover and is doing well.  The family is grateful for 

our prayers. 
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Easter   

Easter Sunday falls on April 4 this year.  Betsy Butler 

has been busy getting our sanctuary beautified for our 

members and visitors to celebrate this most holy day. 

 

 

 

April Bulletin Blooper 
“Wise Up, O Men of God.”  Smile at someone who is 

hard to love.  Say “hell” to someone who doesn’t care 

much about you.. 

 

Food for Thought   

This piece is not new and some of you may be 

familiar with it already.   Nonetheless, it’s one 

that you may find worth re-reading today. 

 

Seventeen Inches 

by Chris Sperry 
 

In Nashville, Tennessee, during the first week of 

January, 1996, more than 4,000 baseball coaches 

descended upon the Opryland Hotel for the 

52nd annual ABCA [American Baseball Coaches 

Association] convention. 

 
While I waited in line to register with the hotel 

staff, I heard other, more veteran coaches 

rumbling about the lineup of speakers scheduled 

to present during the weekend.  One name, in 

particular, kept resurfacing, always with the 

same sentiment — “John Scolinos is here?  Oh, 

man, worth every penny of my airfare.”  Who 

the hell is John Scolinos, I wondered?  Well, in 

1996 Coach Scolinos was 78 years old and five 

years retired from a college coaching career that 

began in 1948.  No matter; I was just happy to 

be there. 

 

He shuffled to the stage to an impressive 

standing ovation, wearing dark polyester pants, 

a light blue shirt, and a string around his neck 

from which home plate hung — a full-sized, 

stark-white home plate.  Pointed side down.  

Seriously, I wondered, who in the hell is this guy? 

 

After speaking for twenty-five minutes, not once 

mentioning the prop hanging around his neck, 

Coach Scolinos appeared to notice the 

snickering among some of the coaches.  Even 

those who knew Coach Scolinos had to wonder 

exactly where he was going with this, or had 

he simply forgotten about home plate since he’d 

gotten on stage? 

  

 

We are One with the Risen Christ 

Lord, we lift our hearts to you.  As the 
dawn breaks, may we carry the unity we 
share into every moment, knowing that 

we are one with the risen Christ. 

Lord, we lift our eyes to you.  As the sun 
rises, may this moment stay with us, 

reminding us to look for the beautiful 
colors of promise in your word. 

Lord, we lift our prayers to you.  As the 
dew air falls, may we breathe this 

morning in and know that like the earth, 
you sustain us, keep us and work within 

us always. 

And so, we lift our voices to you.  We 
celebrate the greatest day in history, 

when Jesus rose from death, defeated 
darkness and bathed the world in 

stunning resurrection light.   

May we ever live to praise you!  Amen 

Author Unknown 
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Then, finally, “You’re probably all wondering 

why I’m wearing home plate around my neck.  

Or maybe you think I escaped from Camarillo 

State Hospital,” he said, his voice growing 

irascible.  I laughed along with the others, 

acknowledging the possibility.  “No,” he 

continued, “I may be old, but I’m not crazy.  The 

reason I stand before you today is to share with 

you baseball people what I’ve learned in my life, 

what I’ve learned about home plate in my 78 

years.” 

  

Several hands went up when Scolinos asked how 

many Little League coaches were in the room.  

“Do you know how wide home plate is in Little 

League?”  After a pause, someone 

offered, “Seventeen inches,” more question than 

answer.  “That’s right,” he said.  “How about in 

Babe Ruth? Any Babe Ruth coaches in the 

house?”  Another long pause.  “Seventeen 

inches?” came a guess from another reluctant 

coach. 

  

“That’s right,” said Scolinos.  “Now, how many 

high school coaches do we have in the room?”  

Hundreds of hands shot up, as the pattern began 

to appear.  “How wide is home plate in high 

school baseball?  “Seventeen inches,” they said, 

sounding more confident.  “You’re right!” 

Scolinos barked.  “And you college coaches, how 

wide is home plate in college?”   “Seventeen 

inches!” we said, in unison. 

 

“Any Minor League coaches here?  How wide is 

home plate in pro ball?”  “Seventeen inches!”  

“RIGHT! And in the Major Leagues, how wide is 

home plate in the Major Leagues?”   “Seventeen 

inches!”  “SEV-EN-TEEN INCHES!” he 

confirmed, his voice bellowing off the walls. 

 

“And what do they do with a Big League pitcher 

who can’t throw the ball over these seventeen 

inches?”  Pause.  “They send him to Pocatello!” 

he hollered, drawing raucous laughter.  “What 

they don’t do is this: they don’t say, ‘Ah, that’s 
okay, Bobby.  You can’t hit a seventeen-inch 

target?  We’ll make it eighteen inches, or 

nineteen inches.  We’ll make it twenty inches so 

you have a better chance of throwing the ball 

over it.  If you can’t hit that, let us know so we 

can make it wider still, say twenty-five inches.’”  

Pause.  “Coaches …”  Pause.  “… what do we 

do when our best player shows up late to 

practice?  What do we do if he violates curfew?  

What if he uses drugs?  Do we hold him 

accountable?  Or do we change the rules to fit 

him?  Do we widen home plate? 

 

The chuckles gradually faded as four thousand 

coaches grew quiet, the fog lifting as the old 

coach’s message began to unfold.  Then he 

turned the plate toward himself and, using a 

Sharpie, began to draw something.  When he 

turned it toward the crowd, point up, a house 

was revealed, complete with a freshly drawn 

door and two windows. 

 

“This is the problem in our homes today.  With 

our marriages, with the way we parent our 

kids.  With our discipline.  We don’t teach 

accountability to our kids, and there is no 

consequence for failing to meet standards.  We 

widen the plate!”  Pause.  Then, to the point at 

the top of the house he added a small American 

flag.  “This is the problem in our schools today. 

The quality of our education is going downhill 

fast and teachers have been stripped of the tools 

they need to be successful… to educate and 

discipline our young people.  We are allowing 

others to widen home plate!  Where is that 

getting us?  And this is the problem in the 

Church, where powerful people in positions of 

authority have taken advantage of young 

children, only to have such an atrocity swept 

under the rug for years.  Our church leaders are 

widening home plate!”   

 

I was amazed.  At a baseball convention where I 

expected to learn something about curveballs 

and bunting and how to run better practices, I 

had learned something far more valuable.  From 

an old man with home plate strung around his 

neck, I had learned something about life, about 

myself, about my own weaknesses and about my 

responsibilities as a leader.  I had to hold myself 

and others accountable to that which I knew to 
be right, lest our families, our faith, and our 

society continue down an undesirable path. 

 

“If I am lucky,” Coach Scolinos concluded, “you 

will remember one thing from this old coach 

today.  It is this: if we fail to hold ourselves to a 
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higher standard, a standard of what we know to 

be right; if we fail to hold our spouses and our 

children to the same standards; if  we are 

unwilling or unable to provide a consequence 

when they do not  meet the standard, and if our 

schools and churches and our government fail to 

hold themselves accountable to those they 

serve, there is but one thing to look forward to 

…” 

 

With that, he held home plate in front of his 

chest, turned it around, and revealed its dark 

black backside.  “… dark days ahead.”  His 

message was clear:  “Coaches, keep your 

players, no matter how good they are, your own 

children, and most of all, yourself at 17 inches.” 
 

LOL 

A minister parked his car in a No Parking Zone in a 

large city because he was short of time and couldn’t 

find a space with a meter.  So he put a note under the 

windshield wiper that read:  “I have circled the block 

10 times.  If I don’t park here, I’ll miss my 

appointment.  Forgive us our trespasses.” 

 

When he returned, he found a citation from a police 

officer along with this note:  “I’ve circled this block 

for 10 years.  If I don’t give you a ticket, I’ll lose my 

job.  Lead us not into temptation.” 

 

Many  thanks to Jerry Butler for this submission. 

 

Member News   

Cordell and Sandy Snow checked in from Florida 

with a photo sure to make us jealous.  Cordell says,  

“These are our azaleas against our fence, in full bloom 

the middle of March!! Thought they could give you a 

taste of Spring!!” 

 

Speaking of Spring… how about Claire and Natalie 

Astbury getting ready for the 2021 baseball season by 

practicing at Gramma and Pop’s?  Batter up!! 

 

 

We have news from our friend, Chris Guy.  Chris 

reports as follows:  “Our family just had a wonderful 

time with a five-generation get-together this past 

week.  My mom, my sister, Mom’s granddaughter, 

and Mom’s great-grandson and great-great-

grandson!!  The “grands” flew out from Colorado 

with their family for a few days in Maine.  It was a 

glorious time!  So fortunate to have everyone there – 

haven’t all been together in 24 years!” 

 

Shown in the photo, standing, from left to right:  

Sherri Lannon, Mom's granddaughter; Dorothy Gere, 

daughter; Christopher Sanna, great-grandson; Skylar 

Sanna, great-great-grandson, and Mom, Mary 

Pearson, seated in front. 
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We also have news that Chris will be visiting First 

Baptist Church of Blue Hill to sing for us on Sunday, 

April 11.  It’s always a treat to have Chris visit us, 

especially when she sings! 

 

Rob and Patty Clapp are enjoying a welcome break 

from mud season in Maine.  They are soaking in the 

warmth and sunshine of the west coast of Florida, 

where youngest daughter, Anna, joined them at the 

beach.  Patty says, “Had a wonderful time!”  

Following their visit to Florida, the Clapps will be 

spending Easter with middle daughter, Lydia, and her 

family in Ohio. 

Nest Egg Cupcakes 

 

These adorable Easter cupcakes, topped 

with chocolate eggs and toasted coconut, 

are almost too cute to eat. 

 

Yield: 12 cupcakes 

Total Time: 30 mins  

 

Ingredients: 

12 chocolate cupcakes 

1 batch buttercream frosting 

Toasted coconut 

Shaved chocolate 

Candy-coated chocolate eggs 

 

Directions: 

1. Make cupcakes and buttercream 

per your recipe instructions. 

 

2. Frost cupcakes with buttercream 

and use teaspoon to make indent 

in center of each, then coat with 

toasted coconut. Decorate with 

shaved chocolate and eggs. 

 

https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/a28566002/chocolate-cupcakes-recipe/
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/food-recipes/a28566637/vanilla-buttercream-recipe/
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 

Ed Blodgett April 4 Debbie Carter April 15 

Daron Clifford April 5 Hattie Piper April 15 

Keegan Butler April 10 Schyler Dorr April 18 

Paul Zierk April 10 Sue Fenders April 18 

Jessica Astbury April 13 Tommy Astbury April 19 

    

    

Happy Anniversary to 

    

    

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 

 

Kids Korner 

Color me! 
 
 

  

mailto:fbcbluehill.office@gmail


 

 April 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 

 

Temporarily suspended 

   1 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

2  
 

3  
 

4  
 

5 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

6  
 

 

 

Trustees 

6:30 p.m. 

7  
 

8  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

9  
 

10  
 

11  
 

Rev. Al Fletcher in 

the pulpit 

12 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

11  
 

 

 

Christian Ed 

6:30 p.m. 

14  
 

15  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

16  
 

17  
 

18  
 

 

Rev. Al Fletcher in 

the pulpit 

19 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

20  
 

 

 

Deacons 

6:30 p.m. 

21  
 

22  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

23  
 

24  
 

25  
 

 

Rev. Jerry Springston 

returns to the pulpit 

26 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

27  
 

28  
 

29  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

30  
 

 

     
You know those people 

using bibles on their 

phones?  They are using 

phony bibles. 

 

In-person Church Attendance Guidelines Notes 
 

✓ If you come, physical distancing must be maintained. 

✓ Masks must be worn. Please bring a mask with you.   

Should you not have one, we have a limited supply. 

✓ Hand sanitizer is available. 

✓ Attendees assume the risk. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


