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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 

are people who love Jesus and who want others to 

know the joy and purpose that come with following 

Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 

committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 

kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 

Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 

obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 

invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 

abundant life. 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk  

Pastor Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 
 

“Let Go and Let God” 
 

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help 

in trouble....He says, ‘Be still and know that I am 

God.’” [Psalm 46:1 & 10] 

 

“This is the age 

Of the half-read page. 

And the quick hash 

And the mad dash. 

 

 

 

 

 

The bright night 

With the nerves tight. 

The plane hop 

With the brief stop. 

 

The lamp tan 

In a short span.  

The Big Shot 

In a good spot. 

 

And the brain strain 

The heart pain. 

And the cat naps 

Till the spring snaps 

 

—And the fun’s done!” 
 

I don’t know who wrote that clever poem, but it 

certainly sums up our age of speed-reading and 

anxiety...of space probes and increasing numbers of 

people living amid the madness of a pandemic...of 
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frenzy and frustration which suddenly ends with a 

tragic letdown. 

 

Neither do I know who penned the 46th Psalm, but it 

too, speaks clearly of our time.  I suggest that you 

immediately read the entire psalm.  You might call 

it A Psalm for the Twenty-first Century.  It’s divided 

into three amazingly equal parts: vss. 1-3; 4-7 and 8-

11.  Each stanza ends with the cryptic Hebrew word, 

selah, which most likely means “pause, and think 

about it.” 

 

The first stanza advises us to test and try our faith.  

The second stanza advises us to wisely remember 

and profit from the past.  The third stanza  advises 

us to act rightly in the “here and now.” 

 

In 2021, we may certainly pass through the furnace of 

testing, but this experience should only make us truer 

disciples of Christ and more faithful followers of our 

Lord and Savior.  In the same vein, it’s only as we 

recall God’s mercy, grace and triumph in times past 

that we can be strengthened for the challenges that lie 

ahead.  Finally, we must remember that the most 

important letters in the alphabet are N-O-W!  So, take 

heart.  “The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of 

Jacob is our fortress!” [Psalm 46:11] 

 

Jerry Springston 
 

Sympathies and Concerns 
Let’s continue to keep all 

unsaved loved ones in our 

prayers, as well as members of 

our church family who are 

unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings due to illness or other 

difficulties. 

 

Sharrie Curtis needs our prayers 

and well wishes as she continues 

to recover from recent surgery 

on her foot. 

 

We need to keep praying for everyone involved in 

trying to bring about an end to the coronavirus 

pandemic.  We know that prayer works, so let’s not 

get discouraged.  We may not be able to see the light 

at the end of the tunnel yet, but God surely is listening 

to our prayers. 

 

January Bulletin Blooper 
Today’s Sermon:  How Much Can a Man Drink? with 

hymns from a full choir. 

Spirited Moments 
Many thanks to Paul Zierk for requesting that we re-

publish the following Spirited “Moment,” which 

originally appeared in the October 2015 issue of this 

publication: 

 

THE TYRANNY OF POSSESSIONS 
 

Prayer offered by the late Peter Marshall, sometime 

Chaplain of the U.S. Senate, opening a session of the 

Senate. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that our roots become too firmly 

attached to this earth, 

That we should fall in love with things. 

 

Help us truly to understand that the pilgrimage of 

this life is but an introduction, a prologue, a training 

school for what is to come. 

 

Then shall we see all of life in its true perspective.  

Then shall we not fall in love with things of time, 

but come to love the things that endure. 

 

Then shall we be saved from the tyranny of 

possessions which we have no leisure to enjoy, of 

property whose care becomes a burden. 

 

Give us, we pray, the courage to clear out the clutter 

and simplify our lives. 

So may we be mature in our faith, childlike but 

never childish, humble but never cringing, 

understanding but never conceited. 

 

So help us, God, to live and not merely exist, that we 

may have joy in our work and even amid our 

sorrows. 

 

In Thy Name, who alone can give us moderation and 

balance and zest for living, we pray. 

 

LOL 

While driving their car in Pennsylvania, a family 

caught up to an Amish carriage.  The owner of the 

carriage obviously had a sense of humor because 

attached to the back of the carriage was a hand-

printed sign that read:  “Energy-efficient vehicle.  

Runs on oats and grass.  Caution—do not step in 

exhaust.” 

 

Many thanks to Jerry Butler for providing the 

chuckles. 
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Church Business  

Most of you know that our Annual Business Meeting 

is held in January.  This year’s meeting will take place 

on Sunday, January 31, in the same manner as our 

Fall Business Meeting, i.e. in our sanctuary 

immediately following our worship service. 

 

Committee reports are due from the chairperson of 

each board and committee no later than Wednesday, 

January 20, and would be appreciated even earlier, 

if possible. 

 

Christmas 2020   

Our 2020 Christmas was celebrated much the same 

way as in past years, albeit with masks required and 

social distancing observed.  We are so blessed to be 

able to worship in our church, with our church family.   

 

The Advent season began on the last Sunday in 

November and members of our congregation 

participated in the Hanging of the Greens ceremony. 
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Throughout the Advent season, various members 

took turns lighting the Advent candles and leading us 

in prayer. 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Deacons delivered Christmas poinsettias to 

members of our congregation who have been unable 

to attend worship services.  Betsy Butler once again 

volunteered to be our delivery driver and reported 

recipients were very pleased to be remembered. 

 

 

The Christmas Eve service was well attended.  

Minister-at-Large Jerry Springston led an uplifting 

service that opened with a prelude of exquisite music 

performed by Sue Fenders on the organ and Anna 

Clapp on the violin.  Jerry and Terri Springston lit the 

Christ candle at the beginning of the service and 

Betsy Butler participated in some of the readings.  We 

sang all the favorite Christmas hymns and ended the 

service singing “Silent Night” by candlelight. 

 

As we exited the sanctuary, someone took a photo of 

two Christmas angels (Betsy Butler, on the left, and 

Carrie Clifford) in front of our beautiful Christmas 

tree.  Yes, they are smiling behind those masks. 
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Member News   

Our local newspaper, The Weekly Packet, recently ran 

a story about one of our own—Eric Mote.  Eric is 

Alma Mote’s youngest son and a student at Maine 

Maritime Academy.  According to the newspaper, 

Eric has been awarded an American Bureau of 

Shipping scholarship, a prestigious award explained 

as follows: 

 

“The American Bureau of Shipping (ABS) awards 

scholarships to full-time undergraduate students in 

Maine Maritime Academy’s MEO, MET, MSE (4 

and 5-year tracks), PEO, or PET programs.  Awardees 

have demonstrated academic excellence by 

maintaining a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher and 

an interest in the maritime and/or energy business.  

They exhibit leadership qualities through their 

involvement in student clubs and organizations and 

are recognized by faculty and staff for their initiative, 

achievements, and character.  The mission of ABS is 

to ‘promote the security of life, property and the 

marine environment, primarily through the 

establishment and verification of technical and 

engineering standards for the design, construction, 

and operational maintenance of ships and marine-

related facilities.’”   

 

Congratulations, Eric! 

 

If you’ve been wondering about what another of our 

outstanding young men has been doing lately, 

basketball standout Taylor Schildroth continues to 

heat up the courts as a member of the University of 

Maine Black Bears team… 

 

 
 

A love of sports flows in the veins of the Astbury 

family.  Members of Josh Astbury’s family have 

formed their own hockey team and are practicing on 

the new ice rink installed by team captain, Josh.   
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Looks like no minimum age for players on Josh’s 

team has been set; that’s 2½-year-old Tommy suited 

up and ready to go.  Could he be the next Bobby Orr? 

 

 
 

From the Mailbag 

Our mailbag yielded the following note from the 

Springstons, as follows: 

 
December 25, 2020 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

 
Terri and I cannot thank you enough for all the 

kindness and love with which you have graciously 

showered us these past six months.  In spite of the 

many twists and turns that have confronted each 

and every one of us, your faithfulness and zeal for 

Christ and His kingdom have never wavered.  You 

have been most welcoming and supportive of our 

ministry; while your prayers on our behalf have 

proved to be mightily effective. 

 

Then, to top it all off, the Christmas greetings, 

goodies and gifts of friendship continue to come our 

way.  The Crocker House Country Inn gift certificate 

was the whipped cream on top of the dessert!  It 

will be a new experience for us and a marvelous way 

to break free from the bonds brought on by the 

COVID quarantine. 

 
We thank God upon every remembrance of you, 

Jerry and Terri Springston 

 

Also in our mailbag was the following moving tribute 

to our beloved Beverly Walls, who passed away on 

November 29: 

 

A Tribute to Beverly Walls 
 

Beverly was a gentle soul, 

And loved by her family, 

Her faith in God was genuine, 

For everyone to see. 

 

In church she would testify, 

Her heart was full of love, 

She was very thankful, 

To the Lord above. 

 

She was sad and lonely, 

When Bob passed away, 

Yet her faith stayed strong, 

As she served God day by day. 

 

Now she is in Heaven, 

And all her troubles are o’er, 

I can almost see her smiling face, 

When she stepped upon that shore. 

 

By Bonnie Benedix 

 

 Signs of Faith 
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 

*Belated birthday greetings to Luke Hughey on December 22* 

Sandy Hill     80! January 10 Erin Williamson January 19 

Joan Pettengill January 15 Josh Astbury January 21 

Connor Allen January 15 Katherine Charles January 22 

Nancy Stoner January 16 William Charles January 22 

Morgan Clifford January 17 Dakota Fenders January 24 

Vera Gribbin January 17 Danner  Curtis January 26 

Sandy Snow January 18 Michael Astbury January 27 

Terri Springston January 18 Donnie Bates January 27 

    

    

Happy Anniversary to 

Danner and Dewey Curtis January 6   

    

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 

 

Kids Korner 

Color me! 
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 January 2021  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 

 

 

 

 

Temporarily suspended 

    1  
 

2  
 

3  
 

4 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

5  
 

 

 

Trustees 

6:30 p.m. 

6  
 

7 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

8  
 

9  
 

10  
 

11 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

12  
 

 

 

Christian Ed 

6:30 p.m. 

13  
 

14  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

15  
 

16  
 

17  
 

18 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

19   

 

 

 

Deacons 

6:30 p.m. 

20  
 

 

 

 

Due Today 

21  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 

25 

 

 

 

 

1 p.m. 

26  
 

27  
 

28  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
 

 

 

 

Following Worship 

    
God is like… 

Alberto Vo-5: He holds 

through all kinds of 

weather. 

 

In-person Church Attendance Guidelines Notes 
 

✓ If you come, physical distancing must be maintained. 

✓ Masks must we worn. Please bring a mask with you.   

Should you not have one, we have a limited supply. 

✓ Hand sanitizer is available. 

✓ Attendees assume the risk. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


