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Greetings in Jesus’ Name
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“Once Upon a Star”

“While Mary and Joseph were in Bethlehem, the time
came for Mary's baby to be born, and she gave birth
to her first-born, a son. She wrapped him in cloths
and placed him in a manger.” [Luke 2:6-7]

“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during
the reign of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the one who was born
king of the Jews? We saw his star in its rising and
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have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard
this...He called the people’s chief priests and teachers
of the law asking where the Messiah was to be born.
‘In Bethlehem in Judea,’ they told him....Then Herod
called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star appeared.... After they had heard
the king, they went on their way, and the star they had
seen in its rising went ahead of them until it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw
the star, they were overjoyed....they saw the child with
his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense and
myrrh.” [Matthew 2:1-5; 7; 9-11]

This is the wildest, most glaringly different thing you
and I will ever dare to imagine! God becomes Man!

Not a man of heroic proportions with a divine vein,
but a helpless baby. Not a baby floating on a cloud,
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but a baby laid on straw! Not a baby wrapped in the
fleeciest softness which only an angel could weave,
but a baby wrapped in swathing cloths and lying in a
feeding trough! Not a baby in hushed seclusion
behind the great veil of the Holy of Holies in the
temple at Jerusalem, but a baby in a stable where
cattle and oxen may graze and pass with all of
hurrying humanity.

Now, if that doesn’t shock you, nothing can. If that
doesn’t startle you as the most unbelievable thing

you’ve ever heard, then you’ve heard without hearing.

It has entered your ears, but not your head and
certainly not your heart!

Once upon a star—one silent night, time and eternity
met—the divine and human joined and now time is
worth living; the darkness of the world is in retreat;
and the human experience is redeemed!

Jerry Springston

Spirited Moments

It takes God to be a person as God intended. It takes
Christ to be a Christian. Christ in the Christian puts
God back into the person.

lan Thomas, Major (Ret.) UK

Whatever God calls us to do, He’ll always be faithful
to equip us to do.

Jim Cymbala, Senior Pastor
Brooklyn Tabernacle Church

The call of God is not the echo of my nature. As long
as | consider my personal temperament and think
about what | am fitted for, I shall never hear the call
of God.

Oswald Chambers

December Bulletin Blooper

The music for today’s service was all composed by
George Frideric Handel in celebration of the 300th
anniversary of his birth.

Simple Christmas Spirit

“Simplicity is the dream of all who have too much to
do.” Author Unknown

Gingerbread houses, tinsel and garland, ribbons and
bows. With all that glitters during the holidays, it’s
easy to get so caught up in trying to create a storybook
setting for celebrations that we forget why we
celebrate—or we leave ourselves no time to do it. As
you think about all the holiday delights you want to
arrange for your friends and family, try to choose just
the ones that matter the most. In your choosing,
remember that sometimes the most wonderful
Christmas memories are those that bear the mark of
quiet simplicity.

On that first Christmas night, Jesus was not swaddled
in intricately woven cloths, nor did He lay His head
on a pillow of satin and velvet. He lay in a simple
manger—crudely made and filled with feeding straw.
The marks of simplicity—and yet, we remember.

We must always remember this—
Christ was created not as a season,
but as a gift.

This gift is for eternity,

therefore Christmas always is.

Kimber Anne Engstrom

Sympathies and Concerns

Let’s continue to keep all

7~ unsaved loved ones in our

- ~ prayers, as well as members of
— ~ our church family who are
— © unable to join us on Sunday
/) mornings due to illness or other

"’] []l”E[[]{ difficulties.

Chris Cote needs prayers as she
is suffering from the effects of
Lyme disease.

Please keep four-year-old Liam Semple in your
prayers. Liam is a patient at Boston Children’s
Hospital awaiting a heart transplant.

Let’s continue to pray for Betsy Butler and her family
as they mourn the recent loss of two family members
who died in a tragic car crash.

We need to keep praying for everyone involved in
trying to bring about an end to the coronavirus
pandemic. We know that prayer works, so let’s not
get discouraged. We may not be able to see the light
at the end of the tunnel yet, but God surely is listening
to our prayers.



Member News

In addition to Thanksgiving, Josh Astbury’s family
celebrated TWO birthdays in November. Here are the
birthday girls...

Project 31

Allison Charles and her band of spirited goblins
pulled off a successful Project 31 event this year. For
a minute or two, it looked as though our Project 31
would have to be shelved for this year because of the
COVID-19 restrictions imposed at the end of
October. A disheartened Allison sought advice from

Jerry Springston on whether we should proceed with
Project 31, given most local businesses and churches
had pulled out of the planned October 31 festivities at
the last minute. In Allison’s own words, “Jerry talked
me down off the ledge.” It was determined that
Allison had taken all necessary precautions to keep
everyone involved safe, so Project 31 was a go! It
was a cold day but the sun was shining and traffic
through our parking lot was brisk.




Signs of Faith

FIRST BAPTIST

IF YOUR LIFE STINKS
~ WE HAVE A PEW

FOR YOoU |

LOL

A Sunday school teacher began her lesson with a
question: “Boys and girls, what do we know about
God?” A hand shot up in the air. “He is an artist!”
said the kindergarten boy. “Really? How do you
know?” the teacher asked. “You know... Our Father,
who does art in heaven,” replied the boy.

Many thanks to Jerry Butler for providing the
chuckles.
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On Sunday, December 16, 1973, Billy Graham
delivered a message at The White House. He
explained how the Christmas message is “relevant,
revolutionary and reassuring in a world of confusion
and crisis.” He summed Christmas up in three simple
words — a cradle, a cross, and a crown.

“First the cradle,” said Graham. “On that first
Christmas night, the Bible tells of the angel who said
to the fearful shepherds, ‘Fear not, for behold I bring

you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all
people.” ... Incredible and unbelievable as it may
appear to some modern minds, the Bible teaches that
Jesus Christ was a visitor from outer-space — He was
God incarnate! That virgin-born baby was God in
human form. He humbled Himself... What a
difference the baby born in Bethlehem’s manger two
thousand years ago has made in our world. The
educational systems He has inspired, the social
reforms that His teachings have instituted, and the
transformation of families and lives and nations.

Secondly, there is the cross. Christmas, to have
meaning, cannot be separated from the cross. The
angel said at the birth of Jesus, ‘He shall save His
people from their sins.” ... The central message of
Christmas is that Jesus Christ by His death and
resurrection can transform both individuals and
society... The cross and the resurrection stand as
man’s only hope...

Thirdly, the crown. There is more to Christmas than
the cradle and the cross... Atthe cradle He was in the
stall of an animal. At the cross He wore a crown of
thorns. But when He comes again it will be as the
Commander-in-Chief of the armies in Heaven. He
will take control of this war-weary world and bring
the permanent peace we strive for and long for. A
new world will be formed. A new social order will
emerge...

This is God’s gift of Christmas. The cradle — His Son.
The cross — His life. The crown — His coming
Kingdom.
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But... a gift, to be complete, must be received
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings

\ /7 i ” with us/ Happy Birthday to
\ 7 s
\©

v Lydia Clapp Hughey December 2 Alma Mote December 30
Mason Astbury December 25
Happy Anniversary to ?\—] L€
Daron and Carrie Clifford December 5
Ed and Sally Blodgett December 28

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to
fbebluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you!

Kids Korner
Color me!
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In-person Church Attendance Guidelines

Notes

V  If you come, physical distancing must be maintained.

V  Masks must we worn. Please bring a mask with you.
Should you not have one, we have a limited supply.

V  Hand sanitizer is available.

V  Attendees assume the risk.




