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Greetings in Jesus’ Name 
We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We 

are people who love Jesus and who want others to 

know the joy and purpose that come with following 

Him. We are a friendly American Baptist Church 

committed to Jesus Christ and the work of His 

kingdom. We aim to be a loving, growing family in 

Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with God, 

obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we are working to love and serve others. We 

invite you to join us in experiencing and sharing this 

abundant life. 

 

From the Pulpit  

Pastor Jerry Springston 

Minister-at-Large 

 

“Sizing-Up Churches” 
 

“And the Lord was adding to their number day after 

day.”  [Acts 2:47] 

 

In the Book of Acts there are ”mini-reports” of the 

church's progress (1:15; 2:47; 28:31, etc.).   Both large 

and small groups emerge as “local congregations.”  

Why the difference in size?  Only the Lord knows. 

 

Today, when people choose a church many factors are 

involved: worship style, taste in music, youth 

activities, Bible studies, mission programs, pastoral  

 

 

 

 

 

leadership, opportunities for service, but an equally 

important issue is the size of the congregation. 

 

Church consultant Lyle Schaller says that based on 

average worship attendance there are four 

distinguishing church sizes: 

 

In “the family church” (50 or less) members  are 

usually aware of the needs of every family and lay 

leaders are its lifeblood. 

 

In “pastoral churches” (50 to 150), it’s assumed that 

the full-time pastor knows everyone and he or she is 

expected to visit members in times of crisis or 

celebration. This church is held together by groups 

with special affinities. 

 

“The program church” (150 to 300) is too large for 

the pastor to have a personal relationship with 

everyone.  People attend this size church because its 

programs and activities meet their needs. 

 

“A corporate church” (300 or more) is several 

“program churches” under the same roof meeting at 
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different times.  Its attraction is the many choices it 

offers in scheduling and programming and the 

anonymity it affords people who wish to attend 

without being pressured into becoming involved in 

multiple aspects of the congregation's life. 

 

The First Baptist Church of Blue Hill is on the brink 

of change; and while our size is “no small matter,” 

what is most important is how we allow God's Spirit 

to move us forward! 

 

Jerry Springston 
 

Spirited Moments                          
Silence in the face of evil is, itself, evil; God will not 

hold us guiltless.  Not to decide is to decide; not to 

speak is to speak; not to act is to act. 

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

There will be no renewal in the Church so long as we 

remain obsessed with entertaining ourselves, chasing 

wealth, and seeking sinful gratifications. 

 

Michael Yousseff 

 

Our Lord commands us to pray to the Lord of the 

Harvest that He send forth laborers into His harvest 

field.   What we are overlooking is that no one can be 

a worker who is not first a worshiper.  Labor that does 

not spring out of worship is futile. 

 

A. W. Tozer 

     

Sympathies and Concerns 
Let’s continue to keep all 

unsaved loved ones in our 

prayers, as well as members of 

our church family who are 

unable to join us on Sunday 

mornings due to illness or other 

difficulties. 

 

Christine Guy has written to ask 

for prayer.  Here’s what Chris 

wrote: 

 
“I do have a prayer request for the wonderful Prayer 

Warriors at FBBH - a former neighbor of mine in 

Blue Hill, Adrian Leach, is in need of a kidney 

transplant - at 4 years old he lost one kidney, and 

recently his remaining kidney has failed.  He is a 

young man, only 33 or so years old.  He is in the 

process of putting his name on the donor list for a 

replacement, but in the meantime is undergoing 

dialysis every other or third day.  When you pray, 

please include his Mom, Ann, who is taking care of 

him.  She recently lost her Mom, and needs some 

encouragement.  Thank you all!!” 

 

Paul and Ginger Doyle checked in with a prayer 

request, as follows: 

 

“Left Sacramento today [August 26] and on our way 

to Reno.  Air is clearer today from fires.  Please 

continue praying for all the courageous firefighters 

and for all the folks who have lost property and/or 

under evacuation and don’t know condition of their 

home.  So much has been lost.” 

 

We need to keep praying for everyone involved in 

trying to bring about an end to the coronavirus 

pandemic.  We know that prayer works, so let’s not 

get discouraged.  We may not be able to see the light 

at the end of the tunnel yet, but God surely is listening 

to our prayers. 

 

Please keep Louise Shackett in prayer as she 

continues to receive rehabilitation treatment at 

Courtland Rehabilitation & Living Center. 

 

September Bulletin Blooper 
If you are going to be hospitalized for an operation, 

contact the pastor.  Special prayer also for those who 

are seriously sick by request. 

 

 

 
 

 

Signs of Faith 
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Member News   

Some members of our church family have reached 

major milestones this summer.   

 

We begin with Natalie Astbury who caught her first 

fish.  Nice catch, Natalie! 

 

And we have another first… Katrina Walls has 

purchased her first new car — a hot-chili-pepper-red 

Rav 4.    Better keep an eye out for speed traps.  

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

And we have baby news!  Most of you know that 

Sarah Clapp and David Gribbin have been awaiting 

the birth of their third child, expected on August 24.  

Proud grandmother, Patty Clapp, reports that Roark 

Robert Gribbin arrived on August 23, weighing 8 lbs. 

11 oz.  Sarah says big sister Vera is so excited and 

younger big sister Evie is still waiting for a baby 

sister.  Congratulations to the whole family! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember When?   

It’s been a while since we’ve had a submission to this 

column, but Lucy Ledien, former longtime member 

and officer of First Baptist Church of Blue Hill, has 

sent in a piece you’re sure to enjoy. 

 

After reading Cordell’s report on hot lunch, I thought 

I’d add one, too.  I started school at the Eastward 

School (which was located as you entered the Turkey 

Farm Road) in the 1930-31 school year.  Ethel Carter 

was the teacher.  That first year, she had nine grades.  

I don’t remember much about that year except 

Freeman Ham and Jarvis Carter were very large boys. 

 

Later, when we were in sixth grade, Ethel would 

provide us with hot lunch.  Now, Ethel boarded with 

us.  She would walk the mile to the school and build 

the fire in the pot-bellied stove to have the building 
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warm for us.  Mothers would send in food for a 

vegetable soup or whatever else someone would 

provide.  Someone would provide a soup bone, 

someone would bring potatoes, then carrots and 

onions would come from others.  Ethel would prepare 

and work the soup on the woodstove. 

 

A group of women in the neighborhood brought mugs 

for each of us which we used for whatever food was 

served, be it soup, baked beans, chop suey or ice 

cream.  We must have had spoons but I don’t 

remember. 

 

We all washed our hands in the same basin with the 

same water before eating.  Water was at a premium 

since it was carried from a well up a hill from the 

school. 

 

Ethel would tend the meal and teach at the same time.  

She was an excellent teacher.  When we left to go to 

town for grade seven, we were well prepared.  The 

meals were great and likely the best meal of the day 

for some of the students. 

 

Lucy Herrick Ledien 

 

Thank you so much, Lucy, for sharing this memory.  

It certainly is timely with school – a very different 

kind of school today – about to start up again.  

Anyone else out there have a memory to share? 

 

Nurturing Our Faith   

A Time to Laugh 
 

Matthew 15:21-28 

 

As a number of articles … suggest, one can engage 

in recreation by going away, whether on vacation or 

a mission trip.  A change in context and routine can 

help one see the world in a new way. 

 

Equally important, if not more so, is learning to use 

humor to distance yourself from a situation that has 

become overly serious or tense.  How many 

committee, …  meetings become heated — for good 

or not-so-good reasons — only to have a funny 

comment or clever observation break the mood?  How 

many in the midst of conflict or tension can break the 

tension with self-deprecating humor? 

 

Comedians are paid to be funny, but true humor is 

more a matter of seeing and conveying the 

incongruity and paradox of the truth.  To the cliché 

“it’s a small world,” I frequently turn to Steven 

Wright’s rejoinder, “but I wouldn’t want to paint it.”  

It is easy to say things without thinking, but good 

comics lead us down the harder road of making us 

think and laugh at the same time. 

 

Jesus was no stand-up comedian, but his parables — 

short stories with a twist at the end — must have 

brought a smile to many of his listeners… at least to 

those at whom they were not directed!  Moreover, 

Jesus demonstrates what it is to have enough humility 

to distance yourself and engage in a battle of wits. 

 

One of my favorite New Testament stories concerns 

Jesus’ meeting with the Canaanite woman whose 

daughter is in need of healing.  Jesus says he can’t 

help her, and makes a seemingly sensible statement in 

defense of his position.  To his amazement, the 

woman cleverly rebuts him, using his own imagery 

against him.  We can almost hear him whisper touché!  

What he does say is, “Woman, great is your faith!”  

Although biblical Greek had no punctuation, in 

translations, Jesus’ response often appears with an 

exclamation point.  Not only is Jesus changed by her 

argument, he is delighted by how she makes her case. 

 

Humor helps us understand and appreciate, with all-

new vision, the all-too-familiar.  Funny does not 

mean frivolous.  Humor, when it is used well, can 

provide the distance we need to draw nearer to God 

and God’s desire. 

 

By Steve Shussett 

 

Back-to-School Blessing   

Dear Heavenly Father, 

 

For all the children returning to school, send your 

Holy Spirit as their guide and protector. 

 

Keep them free from danger and unnecessary harm.  

Put our sons and daughters in the right place, at the 

right time, to receive your grace.   Let them learn and 

grow strong.  May the presence of your Spirit fill their 

hearts.  Help us to mature as parents and caregivers. 

 

Bless every family, Lord. 

 

We entrust our children to you, dear God.  Since from 

the beginning, they are yours to keep. 

 

In the name of the greatest Son of all, Jesus Christ.  

 

Amen  
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings 
 

Happy Birthday to 

Allison Charles September 3 Ruth Hutchins September 22 

Lyla Astbury September 5 Wade Clifford September 28 

Nathan Fenders September 6 Rob Clapp September 30 

Jason Butler September 12   

    

Happy Anniversary to 

Ron and Chris Cote September 3 Michael and Jessica Astbury September 5 

Jon and Sandy Woodward September 5 Jerry and Jackie Butler September 30 

 

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to 

fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you! 

 

Kids Korner 

Color me! 
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Women’s 

Bible Study  

1 p.m. 

Women’s 

Bible Study  

1 p.m. 

Women’s 

Bible Study  

1 p.m. 

 September 2020  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 
 

 

 

 

Temporarily suspended 

 1   

 

 

 

Trustees 

6:30 p.m. 

2  
 

3 

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

4  
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  8  
 

 

 

Christian Ed. 

6:30 p.m. 

9  
 

10  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

11  
 

12  
 

13  
 
Special  
Music  
from the  
Praise Team 

14  
 

15  
 

 

 

Deacons 

6:30 p.m. 

16  
 

17  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

18  
 

19  
 

20  
 
Special  
Music  
Sue Fenders and 
Jonathan Fenders 

21  
 

22  
 

 

 

Advisory Board 

4:30 p.m. 

23  
 

24  

 

 

 

Prayer Meeting 

6:30 p.m. 

25  
 

26  
 

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

 
God is like… 

General Electric: He 

brings good things  

to life. 

 

In-person Church Attendance Guidelines Notes 
 

✓ If you come, physical distancing must be maintained. 

✓ Masks must we worn. Please bring a mask with you.  Should you 

not have one, we have a limited supply. 

✓ Hand sanitizer is available. 

✓ Attendees assume the risk. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


