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Greetings in Jesus’ Name

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

We are so glad you’re interested in our church. We are
people who love Jesus and who want others to know the joy
and purpose that come with following Him. We are a
friendly American Baptist Church committed to Jesus Christ
and the work of His kingdom. We aim to be a loving,
growing family in Jesus, and we seek to walk humbly with
God, obedient to His Word. By the power of the Holy Spirit,
we are working to love and serve others. We invite you to
join us in experiencing and sharing this abundant life.
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of his letters Paul greets the churches, writing, “Grace
to you and peace from our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.”
“Grace and peace,” never “Peace and grace.”
Contrary to the thinking of our present time that peace
is what the world wants and needs most, Paul realized
that without “grace”—God's-Riches-At-Christ'sExpense—there can never be peace.
Until
humankind accepts God's grace there will never be
true and genuine peace in the world.

Pastor Jerry Springston
Minister-at-Large

“Grace to you and peace...” [Romans 1:7]

And so, I greet you saying, “Grace to you and peace
from our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” It is
God's grace that has brought us back together after a
hiatus of fifteen years. Some things have changed,
but many things have not changed. Your zeal and
unselfishness continue to show, for which both Terri
and I are most grateful. And we believe that the Lord
is greatly pleased by this orientation as well.

“Hello!” “Howdy!” “Hey there!”
These and
countless other words have been used from time
immemorial to greet people. “Hello” is one of our
most recent greetings, coined by Alexander Graham
Bell for use on his newly invented telephone.
The earliest Christians struggled with a proper
greeting: Jews greeted one another with the word
shalom, meaning “peace;” while Greeks greeted one
another with the word, charis, meaning “grace.”
Being sensitive to each group's tradition, in every one

Please keep us in your prayers as we live and work
among you. I hope that when we served as your
minister-at-large in 2005-2006 we were “loving and
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limber.” “Loving,” hopefully, we still remain.
“Limber,” sadly, has passed. Bear with us.

others working to keep us safe during this
unprecedented pandemic.

Jerry and Terri Springston

Please keep our Pastoral Search Committee in prayer
as they seek to know God’s wishes with regard to a
new pastor for our congregation.

Spirited Moments

August Bulletin Blooper

If God never did one more thing for you, He’s already
done more than enough.

Barbara C. remains in the hospital and needs blood
donors for more transfusions. She is also having
trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor Jack's
sermons.

Gary Hamrick
Jesus Christ our Lord surrendered in order that He
might win; He destroyed His enemies by dying for
them; and conquered death by allowing death to
conquer Him.

Remembrance
Jackie Butler has sent in the following moving tribute
to her late father, who passed away early in the
Spring:

A. W. Tozer
The things that happen do not happen by chance.
They happen entirely in the decree of God. He is
working out His purposes.

On April 9th, at the time of the last snowstorm of the season,
my dad, Donald McKay, passed on to his heavenly home,
just eight days prior to his 92nd birthday. His health had
been declining for more than a year. His eyesight was a
struggle and the dementia was getting worse. His wish was
to die before he completely lost his eyesight. Thankfully,
God took him home before that happened.

Oswald Chambers
[Chambers is not positing here that God causes
everything to happen that happens.]

My dad was a self-taught carpenter, electrician, plumber,
machinist and mechanic, to name a few of his attributes.
Dad completed eighth grade and planned to go on to high
school until his father told him he could not play football
because one of his older brothers had broken his leg
playing football and the expense was too much. Instead,
he went to work at one of the foundries in Gardiner. From
there, he worked as a machinist in shoe shops in Gardiner,
Freeport and Westbrook.

Sympathies and Concerns
Let’s continue to keep all
unsaved loved ones in our
prayers, as well as members of
our church family who are
unable to join us on Sunday
mornings due to illness or other
difficulties.

Dad also belonged to the Gardiner Area Fire Department
for many years. In the past few years, I would take him to
visit the personnel in the fire department where he would
talk “old times.” He had some good stories!

Prayers are needed for Keith and
Alison
Dibble’s
son,
Norman.
Norman recently
underwent coronary bypass surgery and remains
hospitalized on the west coast. Additionally, Norman
is in need of a kidney transplant. Please pray for
Norman, as well as for Keith and Alison Dibble, who
cannot visit their son due to the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic.

Dad was a devout Catholic and as such, he wanted all the
pomp and circumstance associated with a Catholic funeral:
the wake, the Knights of Columbus saying the rosary, a High
Mass prior to the journey to his final resting place. Since he
passed during the time of the pandemic, there was no wake,
no High Mass nor Rite of Committal at the time of his
passing.
As his children, we wanted to give Dad the funeral he
deserved. One of his other wishes was to be taken to the
cemetery on a fire truck. That was the one thing we could
do for him and the Gardiner Fire and Rescue did not let us
down. Dad had one of the finest sendoffs anyone could
want. These young men never really knew my dad, but they
gave him the highest tribute possible for a retired
firefighter. The procession from the funeral home was
headed up by the Fire Chief, followed by a fire utility truck
carrying the casket, then the family vehicles, and lastly, a

As we continue to live in a COVID-19 world of
quarantines and restrictions, it is critical that we pray
for wisdom in our leaders, at all levels of government
and society. Wise decisions need to be made that will
ensure the well-being of our citizens and our country.
And let’s not forget to pray for all our healthcare
workers, service providers, those who transport food
and other necessary goods, educators, and so many
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ladder truck bringing up the rear. All trucks were draped
in black, showing so much respect for this man they never
knew. As we arrived at the cemetery, two rescue trucks
were waiting with four crew members standing at attention
to salute as the casket passed by. The appreciation I have
for these men is immeasurable.

by the church. The sign in the rear window behind
Wade says, “You did it!”

On July 9th, Dad was laid to rest. Although my tears still
flow, I know we gave him the respect he deserved.
Although we had tough times growing up, I would live it all
over again.

Member News
Summer, summer, summer! Here’s a photo of Josh
Astbury’s children going to pick blueberries on Blue
Hill Mountain. Now that’s classic summertime in
Maine. Tommy, the little fella, is doing his best to
keep up with sisters Claire and Natalie, who look like
they are patiently waiting for him to catch up.

One of our favorite correspondents, Ed Blodgett, has
checked in with news from Montana. Here’s an
excerpt:
“Today is a rainy day with 4” of rain predicted which
the farmers are very excited about. The wind is also
blowing quite steadily… The deer and birds visit us
for hours every day. The deer are not enthused about
the bird seed but help the birds empty it every day!
All of the wildlife think they belong here and Tom has
31 cattle in a field adjacent to the house, so we never
feel lonesome. Mother owl and two big babies are
thinking about leaving their overloaded nest for the
summer. And two cats plus one stray cat frequently
patrol the lawn between our two houses. A raccoon
visits our deck almost every night to steal bird food
out of the bag if there is any remaining after we have
filled the covered metal container.”
From this photo of Ed and Sally’s “pet” deer, it seems
the birds will be going hungry!

You’ll recall our 2020 graduates were unable to take
part in traditional graduation ceremonies this year.
Nonetheless, graduates of George Stevens Academy
were part of a senior vehicle parade on June 14
through downtown Blue Hill. The senior vehicles
were accompanied by fire trucks from nearly all the
towns represented by members of the 2020
graduating class. At 2:20 p.m. that day, church bells
rang out all over town to acknowledge the graduating
seniors. Our own bell was rung by the family of
senior Wade Clifford, who waved to them as he drove

We have other news from afar, albeit sad news. Our
friends, Paul and Ginger Doyle, recently had to say
goodbye to their faithful canine companion, Jada.
Those of you who have suffered a similar loss of a
beloved pet will understand how difficult it is when
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their time with us has come to an end. Perhaps you’ll
recall Jada from this photo of her with Paul taken
earlier this summer at Bodega Bay, California:

Alma Mote is a very proud mother. Her eldest son,
Gavin, has completed his military police training at
Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri and has graduated
(see photo below) as a member of Alpha Company
701st Military Police Battalion. Alma says it best:
“As I sit here in my living room tonight, I am
overcome with emotion. Four-and-a-half months ago,
I watched Gavin Mote walk away to a new unknown
adventure in his life. It took great courage, strength
and determination to face where this path would take
him… He has finished his MP training in the United
States Army and will be heading to Ft. Drum. NY.”
Congratulations, Gavin!

Signs of Faith

Kim Astbury has sent in this touching photo of
Tommy to share with our church family. As you can
see from the photo, Tommy is praying, with his hands
clasped and eyes shut tight. Kim says Tommy prays
like this before dinner every night. Bless this child!
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We’re Back!
Since our church services were suspended in midMarch due to the coronavirus pandemic, we’ve all
been praying for the day when we can come together
as a church family and safely worship once more in
our beloved church. That day was June 21. As we
keep being reminded through news and other media,
we are living in a world that is quite different from
that which existed only a few months ago. Our
church has not escaped many of the changes
necessitated by living in a COVID-19 world. Some
areas of the sanctuary are closed off and some of our
pews are designated as non-occupancy. Signage is
visible throughout so members and visitors have a
clear understanding of the protocols we must follow
for the time being. Certain pews are assigned to
family groups so they can sit together while other
pews are occupied observing the six-foot social
distancing requirement. Face coverings are required
for all attendees. Disposable face masks are provided
upon entry if you do not bring your own. Masks may
be removed during the service so long as you are
observing the six-foot social distancing requirement.
This requirement does not apply to family groups.
Greeters no longer are stationed at the sanctuary doors
to hand out bulletins, but bulletins are ready to be
picked up when you enter. Nursery services are
suspended for the summer.
All that aside, it was a glorious day when we reopened
First Baptist Church of Blue Hill for in-person
worship. There was music; there were “air hugs”
exchanged; there was hymn-singing. And there was
joy and praise because we were together once again
to hear God’s Word in the company of our church
family. Since that first Sunday, we have gained in
attendance – and there’s still plenty of room for
more!

Many thanks to Michael Astbury for providing this
photographic record of our church reopening.

The happiest people don’t have the
best of everything – they just make
the best of everything.
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Birthday and Anniversary Greetings
Happy Birthday to
Ronald Cote
Kimberly Astbury

Barry Curtis
Mya Schildroth
Chloe Schildroth

August 1
August 1
August 9

Jon and Erin Chase

Happy Anniversary to
Augusts 19

August 22
August 31

Are you on our Birthday or Wedding Anniversary list? If not, please let us know by e-mail to
fbcbluehill.office@gmail.com so we might celebrate with you!

Kids Korner
Color me!
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August 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

Temporarily suspended

2

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

1 p.m.

30

13

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

1 p.m.

23

8

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

1 p.m.

16

7

Prayer Meeting
6:30 p.m.

1 p.m.

9

6

31
God uses our down
times to build us up.
1 p.m.

In-person Church Attendance Guidelines
✓

If you come, physical distancing must be maintained.

✓

Masks must we worn. Please bring a mask with you. Should you
not have one, we have a limited supply.

✓

Hand sanitizer is available.

✓

Attendees assume the risk.

Notes
Regular monthly Board meetings will resume in September.

